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Bannon r:1y ass istant in t he I n t erna.tional I nstitute of Jersey 
City , who s pent many long hours going over the indivi dual c ase 
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thesis as a cor r ec t interpreta tion of the I nternat ional I n s ti-
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CHAPTER I 
PURP03 E OF STUDY 
For two succes sive years (1947-48) the Community Fund of 
J ersey City has failed in reaching its goal by 50%. Since 
there is such difficulty each year in raising funds for the 
social agencies, it is important that each agency study its 
servi ces to the community as carefully as possible , so that 
emphasis may be put on those servi ces that are of mos t value 
t o the peopl e of the community. It is also essentia l that the 
Community Fund have detailed information about each agency in 
order that it may make the wisest possible distribution of 
those funds which it does succeed in raising. 
The purpose o f this study is to determine as clearly as 
pos sible just what the Interna tional Institute of Jersey City 
has been able to accomplish for the community during the calen-
dar yea r of the Community Fund which b egan on June 1st, 1947, 
and ended on May 31st, 1948, in order that the Budget Committee 
of the Community Fund may have this information. 
Since such a study has not been made previ ously of the 
work of this agency, it will also be of value to the board 
members of the International Inst·i tute and to the membership 
at large in understanding more thoroughly just what the actu-
al work is that they are supporting. In fact, those who 
have dropped in while the study was in proces s have been 
very much interested and often surprised at the amount of 
1 
work that has been revealed. This material will also be of 
value in acquainting the public at large wi th t he work of the 
Insti tute. The publicity chairman has asked if she may use 
the re eults for a series of articles in the local papers and 
to be given to those who are s peaking for the Institute. 
Although general summaries of the activi ties have been 
made each year, there has not been a detailed case by case 
analysis of past work which c ould be used either as a basis 
for this study or as a means of compar son Wi t h work done in 
the past. Even if such a study had been made, it would have 
had little value for comparative purposes because, as vd ll be 
seen l a ter, the circumstances re sulting from the failure of 
the Community Fund has neces s itated a very definite change i n 
the total program of the Institute. With the continued failure 
of the Fund to achieve its goal, the services of the Insti tute 
will have to CJntinue on this changed basis and be evaluated 
as they n ow are. The discussion of the services rendered will 
therefore be based on the activities for the current year as 
it has been possible to carry them on under the present set-u p 
and those which they should be able to continue for another 
year on the same basis, if the necessary fund s can be made 
available . 
In making this study, it was necessary to go over each 
of the 298 case records in detail to secure the necessary in-
formation. (It has, incidentally, had the value of seeing 
that each case rec ~rd was left in a more co~ete and more 
more :perfe c t condition for permanent filing .) It wa s a lso ne c-
esse.r y to go ove r the da ily r e: cord she e t s for the of f ice, on 
which were listed the interviev1 s, since the indi vidua l ca se 
records do not conta in a sur~mary of each interview as would 
be the case in a. f amily case work agency, where the p sy ch olog-
ic a l f actors :play a gre a ter :part in the work and t he r ecord of 
each intervie·w is important for proper h andling . The Interna-
tiona l Institute case records conta ined, in most instance s, 
just a brief summary of the. i mmi gration or r e l ated :problem 
presented an d copies of the documents nece ssary to meet the 
re quirements of the U. S. Government r egul a tions :perta i n i ng to 
tha t :problem. If the demand for service s had no t been so great 
u:pon t he small staff the records would have been more co mplete 
and have had :pro:per summaries, ·which would have made the study 
e-asier to do. 
Inevitably, there wer e many interruptions i n t h i s study. 
Often the ca se r ecords would be s :pread ou t on the t able in the 
morning , together with the s catter she ets t hat were b~ing 
filled in, and then one person after another wm1ld come in and 
the closing hour would ar r ive without a single f act having 
bee n r ecorded for the study. Some of the peopl e could be 
scheduled for later ap:pointments , but many nee ded i mmedia te 
service and could not be asked to come later. The work of the 
Institute is of such a nature tha t delaying immigration ser-
vices in order to keep records up to da te may mean that those 
being ass isted in Europe will have to wait as much as a year 
3 
or more in coming over. Even a day's delay on this side can 
cause such tre.gedy on the other, due to the :pres sure of 
:peo:ple r equiring quota number s . 
CHAPTER II 
HISTORY OF THE I NTERNATI ONAL I NSTITUTE 
The International Institute of J e r sey City is but one of 
50 or 60 International Institutes located in large cities 
throughout the country. A brief history of the growth of 
these I nst i tut es will he l:p in giving a cle arer :pi cture of the 
work tha t i s carried on by the one in Jersey City. 
The Internationa l Institute of Jersey City, in common 
with near l y all the other I ntern a tiona l Institut es in the coun-
try, started as :par t of the Young Women's Christian Associat ion 
i n the community , t o mee t the special needs of the girls in i ts 
clubs and other e.cti vi ties , whose for e ign-born :parents were 
clinging to the ways and customs of the countries from which 
they had come. 
As the girls began to absorb Americ an ways and tried to 
follow them , conf lict arose i n their homes and they turned to 
their Y. l;[ . C . J~ . l eaders f or advice and ass istance . Vvhen the se 
l eaders began to study the indivi dual :problems, they quickly 
found that the girls were not the only ones in the family who 
needed as s istance. The boys were fre quently ex:perienc ing dif-
ficulties similar to those of the g irls. The fathers often 
could be enabled to s ecure be tter :positions with the a id of 
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an increased understanding of English, American employment 
methods, and way s of selling the skills they possessed. The 
mothers were having many difficulties in caring for the family 
in a strange culture and in understanding the changes that were 
taking place in the members of the family as ideas peculiar to 
America became part of their ways of thinking. Many of these 
families had relatives in Europe whom they wished to bring 
over, but the intricacies of the immigration laws baffled 
them. 
It was to meet these needs that the local Y.W.C.A.'s began 
to ask some of their workers to specialize in these areas of 
service to the foreign born and their children. According to 
Mr. Wartenburg, of the national staff of the American Federa-
tion of International Institutes, Bridgeport was the first 
Y.W.C.A. to do so. This was in the year 1903. The New York 
City Y.W.C.A. was the first one to set up an International 
Institute as such, instead of having only a department con-
cerned with these special problema.1 The first world war and 
the flood of immigration immediately following it accelerated 
the formation of International Institutes connected with the 
local Y.W.C.A.'s and with departments specializing in work 
in this field . Mrs. Edith Terry Bremer was the leading spirit 
in this work. By 1934, the International Institutes began to 
1 Bremer, Edith Terry, "Development of Private 
Social Work with the Foreign Born," The Annals, 26: p . 139-145, 
March, 1949. 
5 
break away from the Y. ~.C.A. and set up their own national fed-
eration. 
Histor y of the Jers ey City International Institute 
In Jersey City, over half of the population is foreign 
born, or born of f oreign or mixed parentage. In 1930 there 
were 100,101 born of native parents and 133,473 born of mixed 
2 
or f oreign parents, while 83,141 were foreign born. The 1940 
census sh~s that thirty-nine nationalities were r epresented 
in the ci ty, of which 26% were Italian born, 16.6% came from 
Poland, 11.4% from Germany, and 11.3% were Irish. The repre-
sentation among the other thirty-five was fairly evenly dis-
. 3 
tributed. Many of these individuals l ive in closely knit 
communi ties within the city where, to a great extent, the cus-
toms of the old country prevail over American ones. 
As in other communities, the local Y.W.C.A. aslred some 
worl'".ers t o give their full time to these people and in time 
formed a de ·Jartment to carry on the program. Since there was 
a ne ed to serve men as well as w~ men, and adults as well as 
young people , thi s department began to feel tha t there should 
be men as well as women determining policies, and on the staff. 
Tbe work became so highly speciali zed that it differed exten-
sively in mru1y ways fr )m that of the Y.W.C.A.'s other programs . 
2 u.s. Bureau of the Census, Fifteenth Census of 
the u.s., 1930. Population Vol. III, Part 2. 
3· u.s. Bureau of the Census, Sixteenth Census of 
the u.s., 1940. Population Vol. II, Part 4. 
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Therefore, this department deci ded to follow the example 
similar departments in other Y. 'lJ. C.A. 's by breaking away 
incorporating as a new agency affiliated with the American 
Federation of Internati onal Institutes. This action was com-
4 
pleted in June 15th, 1938. 
During the ne xt nine y ears, it was able to maintain 
its own building, where it carried on a program of group 
activities, such as clubs, folk f es tivals, bazaars, parties 
f~ those of a ll nationalities, and encouraged participation 
in community activities. Its r ooms were available to the 
various nati onal groups for their own service and patriotic 
clubs. These latter made sizable gifts to the Institute in 
return f or this 9rivilege. Workers able both to speak and to 
understand their na tive tongues and cu s toms were available 
f or case work services. Problems that were the function of 
private and public welfare or other agencies vrere referred to 
the appropriate ones. It confined it s services to those 
problems caused by the f oreign cultur al point of view. No 
other social agencie s in Jersey City met these needs, so the 
Institute' s services were of very great value. With the out-
break of the war, the Institute was called upon to as sist in 
the interpretation of the Alien Registrat ion Act to the foreign 
born and to assist the draft board in its work. 
4 
1936, 
Minutes of the Inte rnati9nal Institute of New Jersey, 
unpubl ished. 
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These increased responsibilities were met by increased 
contributions and by funds from the newly formed Community 
Fund, genero';lsly sup·;orted by the war-inspired citizenry. 
Wi th the end of the war, a sudden slump took place in this 
support, causing the Fund t o be unsuccessful in reaching its 
goal. 
This failure of the Jersey City Community Fu.nd to meet 
its quota l a st y~ar (1947) by nearly 50% meant that the In-
terna tional Institute had to sell the building in v1hi ch it 
had been carrying on its activities, since there were no funds 
with which t o meet the monthly operating costs of its mainte-
nance for tbe l a s t five months of the year and it did not 
seem wise to borrow money. The outlo8k for a successful 
campaign for the following year was not good enough to justify 
securing a loan. 
During the war, when the industri al workers were getting 
a great deal of overtime pay, the agencies had been able to ex-
pand their services, as money came easily into the Fund. With 
the war over, the overtime pay was reduced. Furthermore, a 
great percentage of the population began sending resular con-
tributions of food and money t o relatives overseas. This meant 
that many changes had to be made by the Internat ional Insti-
tute in the program which it had been carrying on during the 
8 
past years. 
1Nhen the building had to be sold, one of the board me mbers 
came forward with the offer of space in the lof t over his thea~ 
tre if the Institute could fix it up for office use. Thi s was 
done. One small office and one large room were provided, with 
storege space for those articles which had not be en sold. The 
room is large enough for small gatherings of 20 to 30 peo pl e 
and is furnished as a livi ng ro om , with a piano, and ha s f ac i-
lities for serving t ea or coffee. 
Unfortunate ly, it soon developed that t he place was not 
properly he 2ted. Even electric he aters supplied by the city 
did not warm the place sufficiently during the cold spell of 
the winter. The staff had to wear woolen clothi ng and fur 
coats to keep warm and then did so only with the additional 
help of hot coffee . Obviously no group activities could be 
carried on there s,s had been originally planned. It is hoped 
that for the coming yeur heavier electric wiring and add i tion-
al heating unit s can be put in. 
Due to the generosity of the Y. 1:l . C. A. and the Be r gen .Ave-
enue Branch of the Public Li brs.ry, it wa s pos s ible to h ol d sev;-
eral s pecial group functions, but no t to be hostess to club 
meetings and other nationality gatherings as i n the past. 
PRESENT STAFF 
From June 1st 1947 to November 1st of the s ame ye ar the 
staff consisted of tvm workers, an executive secretar y who wa s 
a professional case worker and a part-time office secre t a r y 
9 
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who assisted. with the immigration cases. With the postwar 1i 
, 
:pres sure on the Institute :for assistance with all kinds of im- It 
:I 
migration services, it was necessary to restrict the :functions !! 
tl 
II of the Institute to that service only during this period.. 
From l!ovember lst to May 31st, 1948, the International In- ii. 
statute had a :full-time executive v1ith both case work and group!! 
work training and a half-time assistant who is an expert in the II 
details of immigration law. The charts and. tables that follow li 
later show the increased work that was :possible with the larger II 
staff, which, with much-needed secretarial help provided by II 
high school students who came in to do clerical work after I 
school. But even with this increase in staff, it was possible 
only to scratch the surface of the great area of need for the 
I 
Institute program in a community which has such a high percent- 11 
age of newcomers to this cou.."Yttry. The club work has had to be II 
eliminated and group activities reduced in number. The small- ]] 
ness of the staff has meant that detailed. records of these have II 
not been kept. Therefore, no statistical study has been made 
of this aspect of the work. 
CHAPTER 111 
~~ IDEAL INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE PROGRAM 
The ideal International Institute is outlined by the Nat-
il 
]I 
II 
i] 
I 
i 
I 
jl 
II 
sociated Councils, Centers, and Leagues in a mimeographed 
1
1 
statement entitled Description of the Basic Plan of an Interna- 11 
II 
ional Americ~1 Federation of International Institutes and As-
" ~.~.·~r ... · .. ~~·· ~=~-~~ ~-!!~~~=~ 
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I 
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tional Institute adopted at their Third Delegates Convention, 
1 
l1farch 28-30, 1946. Since the functions of the International 
Institutes are not as well Jmown as those of many of the other 
social agencies and since it describes the goal toward which 
the Jersey City Institute is vrorking, it is given here: 
I. STRUCTURE 
An International Institute is an incorporated, non-
political, non-pro:fi t, non-sectarian service and fellow- .
11
, 
ship for people of every cultural origin. Its operations 
are on a community-wide basis. 
An International Institute is aCiministered by a Board I: 
of Directors selected under By-Laws which provide for a , 
membership, staff, relationships, and procedures. The men j'f 
and women elected to the Board reflect the range of the I 
community's different nationality and cultural groups and 
the concern of the community :for improvement and under- ' 
standing between them and for the enrichment of a growing ' 
cultural heritage common to us all. I 
Institute services are carried on by an employed staf~· 
of trained and in-training workers. The uniq_ue character j 
of the staff lies in its inclusion of specialists who know I 
foreign languages and the old world cultural backgrounds ' 
of ideas and customs and the new world problems of the 
foreign-born peoples. 
II. PURPOSE 
The purpose of an International Institute is to faci-
litate in every possible way a successful orientation of 
newcomers from foreign countries to the United States and 
to promote the successful social integration of old and new1 
Americans into ou.r common life, both into its opportunities' 
and its responsibilities. j 
Broadly speaking, an International Institute deals 
with transplanted peoples and their families. It views 
\I 
I 
I! I The National American Federation of International 'J 
Institutes and Associated Councils, Centers, and Leagues, Des-
cription of the Basic Plan of an International Institute, Mim- f 
eographed, March 28 30, l946, pp. I to b ana: p. • : 
II 
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them not as ":problem :peo:ple" but sim:ply as :peo:ple with 
s:pecial :problems reg_uring s:pecial understanding and. help. 
On the one hand., an International Institute seeks to 
develo:p in every :possible way the cultural acceptance by 
:peo:ple from other countries of the American way of life; 
on the other, it seeks to develop appreciation of our rich 
heritage received. from :peoples of all national and. racial 
origins, and. an a:ppreciation of the importance of their 
continuing contribution toward. the fulfillment of the "Am-
. erican dream". 
III. FIELD 
.An International Institute organizes its work in re-
lation to its particular field. of "foreign:ess". The unit , 
of attention in the Institute's field is the sub-community 
which the peo:ple of a nationality create for themselves 
within a city. The International Institute is in contact 
with each of the na.tionality sub-communi ties and studies 
the different rates of development in community organiza-
tion of each different natiohality. It lends a:p:pro:priate 
aid to each grou:p according to that :phase of adjustment to 
the over-all American commtL~ity which that particular "for-
eigh community" has reached. 
IV. METHODS OF.WORK 
An International Institute carries (1) direct service 
to individuals and their families on a community-wide basis· 
which includes referral to, and inter:pretation of, other 
social agencies and institutions; and also (2) a program 
of group activities and infoi·mal adult education ada:pted tal 
the varying needs of foreign-born :peo:ple and. to the divers~ 
fied interests of the cultural groups; (3) :participation in 
the many aspects of organized community life of the dif-
ferent nationalities. 
An International Institute in its service, is, there-
fore, multifunctional, using the technig_ues of social case 
work and social service group work and of community organi-
zation. It carries also an informational service to other 
social, civic or educational organizations of the commun-
ity. 
].12 
In every aspect of its :program it gives special at-
tention to those areas of individual ex:perience which re-
late to foreign traditions, and. to the lack of reconcilia-
tion between them and the habits and behaviors of native-
born :persons, and to the expectations of the average :J 
American in regard to them. It gives very :particular heed 
ii==~~ 
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to the many new-e.rTival shocks, and to the considerable 
list o:f "Technical problems of alienage ", and. to those 
other more subtle forms which "fore i gness " problems ta.Jce . 
In ' its non-formal educational activi ties it ~ims to 
relate the foreign persons with the appropr i a te education-
al institutions which the city provides for le arni ng of 
English , :prepara.tion for citizenshi p and i 'or mas ter;l of 
reading and writing for those v1ho a re i lli tera.te in t heir 
native tongue. J3ut if there are no ade quate programs :for 
those things, then an International Institute und.eTta.ke s to 
provide sympathetic teachers and pl aces for classes to mee t. 
Home study groups, civic subj e ct forums , and small groups 
for l anguage practice, for new- arriva.l sociabili t ies, for 
conversation exchange , for study of the lite r a ture of a 
nation, for music, and for d.ramatics a l so are common . The 
cri terion for the format i on of any group is that it must be 
an e.nswer to a real desire expressed as a. need; a.nd i t must 
in some way contribute to the associative rela.tion of its 
members ~·1 i th American life. 
The International Institute house, or headquarters , 
stands to the different foreit§,"TT gr oups in the city e.nd sur-
rounding areas as the parti cular pl ace vrhere they can feel 
themselves to be fully understood; and v;here they can be 
sure of an understanding on whatever troubles them . The 
Institute studies the arts of understandi ng and uses many 
devices toward that end. It fol lows, therefore, that an 
important part of the Institute s ervice i s t hat it becomes 
the 11 o:pen door" for foreign peopl e, to the whole range of 
soc i a l servi ces provided in the city. 
V. NA~1liRE OF J .. CTIVITIES 
.A:n Internetional Institute maintains ~:m Informat ion 
and Social Case Work Service for fore i e;n- born pe ople with 
special problems . It has concern for , and undertakes to 
help to solve, those many problems which are peculiar to 
the continuall y changing s i tuations of Aliens under the 
I mmi gra tion end Na turalization l aws , and under adminis-
tre.ti ve policie s of the U.S. De partr1ent of State and of' the 
U.S . Immi gre.tion and Naturalization division of the De -
par t ment of Justice . It counsels and guides foreign- born 
persons and their families in those other problems which 
harass them and retard successful orientation to Amer ican 
living . 
(1) It carr i es an i nformational s ervice to the re s i d-
ents of the city and surrounding area on every phase of i m-
mi gr a tion, naturalization , deporta tion, extensions of stay , 
''chen£e of s t a tus 11 , etc., e tc. It a ids t hem on a case by 
case basis in the complex bus iness of petitioning t hat a 
13 
visa be granted for admission to the United States , on be -
half of prospective i mmi gr ants or visitors from a.ny coun-
try of the vvorld. It guides them in pre par at ion of conf id-
ential documents re quired by U.S. Con su l s abroad , and by 
the U. S . I mmi gration Service here. It counsels them on 
advisability of sending for their r e l a tives vnd on pl anning 
f or the ir settlement e fter arr ival. 
(2) It is concerned with the socia l care of nev ar-
rivals from abroad , this be i ng one of the basic services 
of an Internat i ona l Institute . New arr i val s ervice is 
g iven by (a) ho me visit s to establish fr i endly conta ct, to 
acquain t t he str ange r with the Ins ti tuters i nternati ona l 
i nterest, and to ex tend hos pital ity in the ne.me of t he new 
country; (b) e stablish ing a channe l of trus t and easy c om-
munic a tion through which anxieties so fre quently besett i ng 
newcomers can find outlet; (c) by guidance, t he g i ving of 
comfort and ass istance on those spec i a l probl ems vrh i ch us -
ually deve lop in the experience of newcomers. 
( 3 ) It t akes up case s vr i th the U. S . I n:r.1i gr a tio·n Ser-
vice on behal f of foreign persons and presents the signi-
fic ant fac tors i n the l i fe , character, re putation of the 
a lien v:hose right t o r emain i n t he United States is in 
question; and this :pr events de11orta.ti ons v.rhere disruption 
of a family i s involved, or in other ins t ances, whe r e great 
human injusti ce would be a.one . It serves in certain in-
stances as the representat ive for the a lien in matters re -
q_uiring e.ppeal to the highe s t s.uthori t y a t ·vi'.ashingt on . 
( 4 ) It studie s c a ses revealing t he human conseQuences 
of t he operation of immi gr a ti on , d.eporta tion and natu.ra.l i-
zation laws ; and coopere.tes wi t h the Nat i onal J3oard by e.s-
s embling facts, fo r submi ssion to the appropriate branches 
of Federa l GDvernment . 
( 5 ) It is concerned with the study and education of 
the public on issue s affecting t he welfare of fore i gn-born 
r es i dents, t he separation of f amilies by national bound-
aries and the effects of d i scr i mina tion agai nst nat i onality 
gr oups . 
( 6 ) It creates occas ions for gatherings of pe opl es , 
( a) by st i mule.tion of constructive a ctivity gr ou:r;1 s , s elf-
formed, which seek the Instit ute house as a meeting :pl ace ; 
(b) by fosterine appreciation of music, drama , crafts s.nd 
folkways char a c t eris t i c o:f na tiona.li t y cult ures . 
( ? ) It fo s te rs interchange of e.:p:prec ia.tions between 
t he nationalities . It discover s similar inte rests of t he 
Qifferent gr oups and uses these as a bas is :for gatheri ngs 
14 
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where people may meet other people. 
(8) It promotes city-wide enterprises in which large 
numbers of :people of all origins :participate enthusiastic-
ally, such as Folk Festivals, Folk :Salls, and Old World 
Exhibits, etc. 
. (9) It takes :part in activities, in study group com-' 
mi ttees, in projects affecting the welfare of all foreign I 
:people of the city, or of some special group or national- 1 . 
ity. 1 
(10) It participates in the social gatherings of difl 
ferent nationality sub-communities, contributing to their I 
activities, relating them to American leaders, and bring- ! 
ing to them the evidence of American interest. 
(ll) The International Institute staff and members 
conti;nually serve as "ambassa(iors of good will" from Amer-
ica to her new and future citizens. 
(12) It serves as a central meeting place, also, for 
the self-organized societies of many different nationality! 
groups. It brings representatives from the natione.li ty 
groups into more active participation in civic and social 
activities of the city in general. 
(13) The International Institute staff and members 
constantly serve as social interpreters of the foreign 
:peoples. This includes not only the language interpreting 
to make possible a clear interchange of thought, but also 
the more subtle social interpreting of attitudes and be-
ha:vior. :Helps to understa...1'J.ding are extend_ed to other soc-
ial and educational agencies and institutions. The Insti-
tute workers explain also the life and varying problems of 
each nationality community as a whole and its place within 
the total composite life of the city. 
(14) The International Institute staff and members, 
also, serve as 11distri butors" to the foreign people not 
familiar with .American social structure, of information 
about social and educational services and opportunities. 
********** 
IN SUMM.ARY 
The International Institutes operate to insure a 
sense of security in nevr surroundings of "belonging", for 
anyone who feels himself a stranger in a strange land. It 
extends protection. It introduces the foreign person to 
15 
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congenial associations. It teaches "America". Its ser-
vices and atmosphere reflect the belief in the essential 
worth of every human being without regard to differences 
race, religion, or country of origin. It practices the 
faith that each individual from a far country has an im-
portance to the development of American democracy. It 
strives to make the conviction that all peoples are just 
One World, a. living fact in its own city. 
in 
It is to these aims and goals that the Jersey City Inter-~ 
national Institute is dedicated. This study will try to show 
to what extent it has succeeded in making such contributions 
to the life of the community, and hopes to do so in the coming 
year. Today, with a steally stream of people coming to this 
country, especially those from countries recently, or still 
under a dictatorshiJ?, or where the war morals of the under-
ground, such as readiness at deceit, have been inculcated for 
many years, it is of more urgent importance than ever that 
each newcomer be met ana. welcomed, not only by relatives and 
others of the same nationality background who have come fairly 
recently from the old country, but also by those who have I been 1 
living in America. long enough to have thoroughly absorbed i those I 
ideals which have made our democracy enllure, as it has, sue-
cessfully enough to make millions all over the world wish to 
come here. 
The first year or so in this country is the time when the 
foundation of the J?erson's future alljustment is being laid. 
Many problems solved and q_uestions answered then can prevent 
the development of future more serious situations. 
In many cases, the old-stock American has ostracized 
I 
the newcomers, never permitting them to see what an Amer ican 
home is like or to Jmow the ide als that have been cherished. 
here through the years. The nev.comer, disillusioned by h is 
r eception i n the l and. which he had been lead to believe ex-
tended open arms to everyone, crowded all too~re guently into 
the poor sections of the cities, often the worst slum 8.re e.s, 
h ss le a.rned Americe.n ways as :pr ac ticed in those neighborhoods, 
or they have g lee.ne d them from the movies which they s ee . 
Those who are fortunate become nurnbe!'e d among our most out-
standing citizens, while t hose ·who he.ve faced too many pr i va-
t ions he re may develop undesirable :?. ttitudes and, i f possessed 
of lea.dershi:p ability, can induce thousends of :peopl e he re to 
follow them in activities that c ost the nation more, in the end 
the n v,ould. the support of adeq_ua.tely staffed Interne.tione.l In-
st i tutes in each corrununity where l are;e numbers o:f f oreign born 
are settled. 
CHltPT3R I V 
THE I NTER- CULTURAL PROGRA1.1 
l.J:EMEERSHIJ? _fl._pp _PROFESSIONAL S~,AFF 
The first step in setting up a program that will be inst-
rumenta l in bringing the various na tiona.li ties, including the 
American community, into a. harmonious, coopere tinr· relat i on-
ship, is to set up a. group composed o:f outstanding and. re pr e s -
enta.ti ve leaders :from all the diffe r en t ne.tionali t y communi ties, 
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The Boara. of' .. ···~~ who are highly respectea. by their own people. 
the International Institute of' Jersey City is composed. of' such 
outstanding les.a.ers in the community re:pre senting over ten nat-
ionalities, incluB.ing the old. stock Americans as one of' them. [ 
The :professional workers shoula. also :fulfill these same conB.i-
tions, if :possible. Unfortunately, however, the Jersey City 
sta:f:f, since the rea.uctions in personnel became necessary, havej 
not been able to speak languages other than English, but through 
parents of' the high school girls who represent several nation-
alities and. through :former clients, the Institute was able to 
secure ad.eg_uate assistance in both translating documents ana. 
in interpreting when clients B.iB. not bring their own inter-
:preter -usually a friend. or relative. 
VALUES OF GROUP AND COW,ffiNITY ACTIVITIES 
The lack of space ana. the heating situation, which maa.e 
it impossible to have the nationality clubs ana. groups hola. 
their activities in the Institute was a serious B.rawback in 
the :program for it was not :possible to maintain the same close 
contact with these groups as :previously. 
The club work is invaluable in the total :program o:f the 
:Institute for it enables the Institute lea.B.ers, both profess-
ional ana. volunteer to mingle with the inB.ivid.uals, helping 
them both in the a.evelopment o:f their programs and. in inB.iviB.-
ual contact, to grow in awareness of the American tradition an 
to show the respect of the American :for the contributions 
• 
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which the newcomer has to make to American cult=e. It also 
establishes a personal relationship between individual members 
and the staff that makes the members feel free to come in with 
their individual problems to the case workers and club leaders. 
These groups are composed not only of the recent arrivals but 
of thos,e of first and second generation as long as they feel a 
real loyalty to their. own culture as well as the .American one. 
Financially it had two adverse effects, funds ordinarily 
given by these groups to the International Institute now had 
to be used by them for rent, and invitations usually given by 
word of mouth now had to be mailed., with the resulting ail.di-
tiona.l eJt:pense of secretarial assistance and postage. 
However, the Institute was able to hold several very sue-
cessful functions vrhich brought together individuals from many 
of the nationality groups, including the .American one. This 
helped to promote better understanding between the members of 
each group. In every case, the committees planning these func-
tions were representatives of as many nationalities as possible. 
Many of those coming to this country are hig_l-tly educated, 
with great ability and special talents. This is also true of 
those born here but who have been brought up in such close con-· 
ta.ct with the culture of their nationality background that they 
have remained more closely associated with that group than with 
the American community, which traditionally gives the cold 
shoulder to those who still show a nationality trait other than 
.American. Through work on such committees, the first of these 
• 
~eo~le become known anQ thus can be useQ for the benefit of the 
community as a whole by being useQ for many civic projects anQ 
in other ca~acities . 
These inter-nationality gatherings can make a vital con-
tribution towarQ the unifying of the community as a whole 
through Qevelopment of community-WiQe unQerstanQings anQ coop-
eration. There are many of these nationality groups who are 
eager to ~lay their part in commw"ity life through assistance 
in community funQ Qrives or serving on various committees, but 
they are shy. They have been rebuffed. at various times from 
childhood. on because of their foreign accent, their name, a 
Qifference in religion, low economic stanQing anQ similar rea-
sons. This makes them feel insecure anQ fearful less they will 
not be truly welcome even if they volunteered. their services. 
These inter-cultural gatherings give them a great sense o:f sec-
urity and. often lead. to personal contact and. personally extend.-
ed. invitations to them by a member of the .American community, 
to take ~art as a worker in tl1e community acti vi ties. They are 
particularly valuable workers because American d.emo.cracy means 
many times more to them than to the ~erson who has known only 
the d.emacratic way of life. 
Another value of these inter-nationality gatherings is 
that letters going out from these people to the countries from. 
which they came, bear a tale of American life as they actually 
see it. When they have ex~erienceC!. insults ana. rejection, 
those overseas get a picture of the failures in American C!.em-
=-:o---,-- =~~.--. 
ocracy and therefore question the value of American leadership 
in the world at large. Those who have received cordial welcome 
and an opportunity to mingle with t hose from all classes of 
society will write a glowing picture of the success of American 
democracy and of the message that America ha s to give to the 
vwrld. 
Still another value of these gatherings is that people are 
going out fr~m Jersey City to all parts of this nation and the 
world. If they have had a chance to become acquainted with all 
the nationalities represented in the city and to understand 
their ways of thinkins , they will carry that understanding with 
them wherever they go and so make a very real contribution to 
the building of a stronger democracy in this country and a bet-
ter international understanding abroad. Some of these people 
may hold very important positions influencing great numbers of 
pe ople - even entire countries. There i s a need. therefore, 
for many more of these gatherings in the future. 
GROUP AND COMMUN!TY ACTIVITIES FOR THE YEAR 1947-1948 
The need for these activities can be seen from the above. 
It is unfortunate that lack of funds and the smallness of the 
staff curtailed the number of activities so dra stically. The 
ones that were given were planned to include as many national-
ities as possible and were as follows: 
AJ\TNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY 
The purpose of the Christmas Party, which was attended by 
about 300, was to bring out the beauty and reverence of Christ-
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mas customs in many lands. The proeram consisted of a simple 
play, wherein a mo t her was telli n g her children how Chri stma s 
i s ce l ebrated in many lands. As she told the story , the dif-
ferent nationality groups came on in costume , singing t he ir 
n a tive songs, dancing s pecial dances and telling a bit about 
Christmas in the ir land . 
The tables around the hall were each decorated as a 
Christmas table would be decorated in their country , and the 
special Christ mas goodies of each land were f or sale . 
The :);llanni ng involved 75 to 1 00 people. It included eight 
n ationality groups and all socia l classes. 
Follovring the pre sentation ·Of the pl ay , refreshments were 
served and the people danced. This afforded much opportunity 
for the mixing of the var ious groups and a pprecia tion of other 
culture than one's own. Hostes se s had been appointe d to see 
that peopl e we r e introduced to each other . 
ANNUAL MEETING OF JERSEY CITY I NSTI TUTE 
The purpose of this meeting was to acquaint a.s many people 
as possible with some of the probl ems the i mmigrant faces in 
this country a.nd of the tremendous contributions to .A.merican 
life made by those who h ave come f rom other countr i e s . Unfor-
tuna tely , afte r the date for the me eting had been published and 
the first invitat i ons sent out, the Jersey City Un iversity Club 
announced that its 50th .Anniversary celebration was schedul ed 
for the same date . This took a very l a rge number of those who 
r egularly attended the annual meeting of the International In-
22 
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stitute. Therefore, there were only about 75 people present. 
:s:owever, the speaker, the Industrial Commissioner of Hew York 
made such an impression that he was later invited to address 
the Chamber of Commerce on the· same to:pic. 
INTERNATIONAL EVENING 
, 
The purpose of the International Evening was to have a 
gathering of about an equal number of old stock Americans and 
more recent arrivals and to have the gathering small enough so 
that there could be opportunity for real acquaintances to be 
made. The :program consisted of a speaker on conditions in Eur-
o:pe and a film on life in Latin America. A social hour with 
refreshments followed. 
The event was so successful that requests were made by 
many for a similar meeting to be held each month. In addition 
a number of requests were made from the American group. for 
speakers at clubs to which they belonged. 
NATURALIZATION DAYS 
Several times a year, special naturalization days are 
held by the Courts in Jersey City. At this time a hundred or 
more :people take the oath of citizenship. Some of the-se :people 
have been helped by the International Institute in maki~g out 
their :papers and are :pleased when representatives of the In-
stitute are :present on the day they achieve their long-sought-
:for :prize of American ci t,izenship. There are many others who 
have been able to take the necessary steps by themselves, since 
a large number just coming to this country now are highly edu-
23 
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cated. However, it means a great deal to them to know that ! 
the commm;ity is interested and has representatives present on 
the day when they become citizens of the country. 
The Daughters of the American Revolution, the Interna-
tional Institute and representatives of certain other organi-
. I 
zations make a definite effort to be pre sent at these a.ays, and 
prepare special folders of welcome to these :people. The In-
ternalional Institute distributed 500 of its folders which 
contained several appropriate selections of speeches by out-
standing historical characters of the past and present and it 
also gave a description of the activities of the Institute and 
axtended an invitation to the people to make use of the Insti-
tute' s facilities ana. to become members. Many of them will 
have questions concerning relatives whom they are now in a 
better position to bring to this country and many are eager to 
take a new step forward in American life by taking part in 
group activities liith other citizens. 
I .A11 AN .1\lo!ERICAN DAY 
N_aturalization days are ordinarily held in the morning -
sometimes running on into the afternoon if the eligibility of' 
many candidates for citizenship is questioned and sometimes 
the proceedings become long drawn out. Therefore, it is not a 
time when the community as .a whole can join in a welcome to 
the new citizens. 
The International Institute in Jersey City interested the I 
-~~~-~- ~-~Ja~:-~: t~ing p~~~~n ~:u~~~~-~unction called I AU-P.N :-1ffi~JL 
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ICAN DAY similar to that held throughout the country. These 
:programs were so successful that they have been taken over oy 
I 
I 
I 
the city itself, out the Institute actively cooperates and was II 
responsible this year for having :plans made to have the functiarll 
held indoors instead of in the park; if it should rain. 
I 
It hadj 
to oe cancelled :previously due to rain. The :provision was a. 
fortunate one, for the rain poured down on the aiJ:pci.inted day, 
out the l'lelcome to the citizens could oe carried on indoors. 
About 400 were :present in spite of the weather. 
ANNU.ti..L UNITED NATIONS DINNER 
The purpose of this event is to bring together the out-
standing community leaders and socially elite of all the nat-
ionality groups, including the old stock Americans,and to make 
this function one of the annual social events, to oe looked 
forward to each year. All people are invited who are on the 
I 
I 
mailing list of the Institute out the facilities of the Y. VI. C .A. I 
oa.nq_uet hall are limited and the price of tickets necessary to 
1
1 
cover the cost of service as well as food prevents many from I 
attending£ On the other hand, many of the leaders of the com- I 
munity are more attracted to a function of this sort than to ' 
the more informal Christmas :Party and Interne.tional Evenings. 
The speaker :for this year WEJS one of the official ooser-
vers at the meetings of the United Nations. Each year, a well- . 
known person is chosen to speak on events of international im-
portance. Following the spes.ker there were songs and dances 
oy nationality groups and many of the tables had representa-
I 
' I 
I 
I 
I 
~~~~ --~~=-~-·.oo-o•-~=-~~-=---=~~~~c~-~~-. 
I 
tives :from several nationalities present. Hosts and hostesses 
mede an effort to see that people who did not know each other 
were introduced.. There were about 125 present that d.ay. 
OTHER EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES 
If there had been a larger staff, a number of types of ed-1 
ucational activities could have been carried on in addition to 
these, such as art exhibits, concerts giving music o:f different 
nationalities, poster contests among high school students, wind! 
I dou displays in stra.tegetica~ly located stores, pageants, baz- ' 
II 
1! 
aa.rs or joint cooperation on such an urgent project as better 
facilities for elderly people in the city. As it was, the ed- 1 
ditional educational e.ctivities were limited to excellent news-
paper articles by the publicity chairman,- talks on the subject 
of immigration ana. the problems of adjustment in this country 
and related. subjects. The number of people in the various aud-
iences totaled approximately 700. Some of the groups addressed 
were in Jersey City, some in the surrounding areas. .A number 
of them were given to meetings of leaders of local church and 
club groups who could take back the message to their respective 
organizations and whose organizations were in a position to 
play a constructive pa.rt in the whole problem of integration of 
American and nationality communities. 
These activities were so successful that we had requests 
• f for many more. The list of reg_ue sted activities given below 
II came from both old stock Americans and those of the different 
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these requests will become part of the program for the coming 
year . 
These requested activities are: 
IHTERNATIOlifAI, EVENINGS EVERY M:ONTH 
WELCOKE GATHERINGS FOR NE\'1 ARRIVALS 
:PROVIDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR NEVI ARRIVALS TO llEET OTHER l'lEVT 
ARRIV_Il.LS AND THOSE _1\LREADY HERE FROJJ: THE SAllE COUNTRIES 
AND V/HO ARE OF THE S.Al.!E .AGE 
:PROVIDING OP:PORT"UNITIES FOR THS NEV.' ARRIVALS TO BE ENTSRTAil'lED 
IN Al1lERICAN HONES AS THEY \'IISH TO SF.E HOW JlJ,!ERICAHS LIVE 
RECEPTIONS FOR l'lEH CITIZENS I:MllEDI.ATELY FOLLOWING EACH COURT 
DAY OF NATURALIZATION 
S:M:ALL ENGI.ISH CLASSES FOR THOSE ID'IABLE TO ATTEND THE PUBLIC 
SCHOOL HOURS 
COM!ciDE1'Y-WIDE FOLK FSSTIV.ALS 
BUILDING Ul' OF EXTENSIVE FILE OF SPEAKERS, SINGERS, LANGUAGE 
INSTRUCTORS, SOURCES OF COSTW.lES, FOLK DANCES AND li!USIC, 
ETC • 
. MORE NEIGHBORHOOD .ACTIVITIES, ESPECIALLY FOR THE OLDER :PEOPLE 
VIHO FIND IT DIFFICULT TO TRAVEL TO A DISTAHT PART OF THE 
CITY. 
Interest in the work of the Institute this year has been 
shown not only in these requests, but in the requests already 
coming in for talks for the coming year and for the assistance 
of the executive with such programs as that of the Internatiow 
al Relations Committee of the Jersey City College Club and the 
World Community Day for the United Council of Church 'Women. 
This list of activities for the coming year will be pos-! 
I 
I 
si ble only if t11e commnni ty funds can increase the allotment ·· 
to the In,tituto or voi=toe" o= "'''"' tho "''" · II 
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CHAPTER V 
CASE WORK SERVI CES OF THS INTERNATIONAL I NSTITUTE 
This section deals vri th the type of service \Vhich has 
consumed the greater part of the time of the Interna t ional In-
stitute of Jersey City this vrinter. The anal ysis tha t has 
been given previously s hows that the particular type of case 
work t o be considered here, namely tha t centering around im-
migr ati on pro blems , was no t the original purpose of the In-
s titute, and in normal t imes has been only a small part of the 
work. 
The case work of the Institute fal ls roughly int o t vio gen-
eral ca tegories. The first is that vrhich dea ls with services 
conne cted with the immigrati on laws, which i s a lughly spec-
i a liz ed service necessitating very detailed knowledge, no t 
only of the immig r ati on l aws , but of the many rules , regul a -
t ions and interpr e t ations which are changing fre quen tly in 
t hese days of Ohtinu~us r eadjus tments in war- torn countries 
and zones )f mi l itary occupati~n. No help is sought beyond 
interpreta tion of the regula t ions. 
The other c a t egory is t hat which involves much per sonal 
counseling. Since the Institute deals with those whose na-
tionalityba ckgr ound i s other than American, s u ch counseling 
involves an intima t e kn.owledge of the ways of t hinki ng and 
cus tmms of the nati onality gr.Ju p of whic '.1 the person i s a 
member. For i nstance , if an American man came in who was 
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allowing his pa rents to se l ect hi s wife, it would tend to 
indicate tha t he had not achieved no1~al independence of them , 
but \7hen a man from a ~·uro~ean country comes in with this 
stu te:nent, then the questi on arises as t o whethe r he i s jus t 
f ollowing the tradi ti onal patte rn f or his g r .Ju p , the n orma l 
pat t e rn, or whether he c omes from a culture where the par ents 
n o lone;er make the selec tion and t herefore this act sho ·:iS tbat 
h e is too de !,'.'e ndent upon them. 
Aga in, wit..~ so many of t he individuals being served ha v-
ing been t hrough the war , it is neces sary to understand the 
effec t s o f the Tiar on people and on the c Juntrie s . As a n ex-
aml;>le , the ear l y immigrants from Greece usually are devoted 
to the welfare of the communitie s f rom which they have come , 
but the ones Tih.o are coming over n ow have often been so up-
r oo ted that they h ave littl e sense of belonging to a parti cu-
lar communi ty and have had to thinl~ of themselves fir s t for 
s o long , if t hey wer e t o survive , t hat t hey a r e not as ready 
t o send mon e y back to Gr eece . 
As will be r ecalle d, the chief purpose of t he I nstitute 
when s t -:_ rted was t o he l p those h e re in adj u sting to and be-
c omin g a part of the American cultu r e . It was soon discovered, 
however , that many vrh o had come over here were de sir ou s of 
br~nging other members of their family or their friends to 
this country and were baffled by the compl exities of the im-
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mi g;r a tion l ar.'s. 
Some of the people had come here or i g i na l ly wi th t he pur-
pose of making onl y a temporary stay in this country. Some-
times d.urinc; tha t period they had fal l en in love and become 
married to someone ·who did not wish to go to the old. country 
or perh Eps they had found the a tmosphere he re so much more con-
genia l the11 they expected that they did not riish to r e turn t o 
their i'or r;;e r environment. Othe r s had :fo1Lnd such s plendiCL op-
por tuni t ies in business tha t they wi shed. t o con tinue her e . 
Some of the s e l atter had wives and children on the other side 
v1hom t hey now wanted to bring over. }:,.:any of them had e lde r ly 
parents, brothers and sisters , or perhaps nie c e s e nd nephew s 
that hed bee n orphaned . Somet i me s situations here had deve l-
oped which made t he coming of a person ove:r·seas urgent, such as 
a man whose wife had d i ed while the children were s till growing 
up and who wi she d t o have his mother or s ister come to this 
country to care for the chil dren r a the r than havi ng t he child-
r en brought up by a ser ies of housekeepers or be placed in fos-
ter h omes . 
From t he Amer ican poi n t of v ievl it was better i n many 
cases to have the de pendents br ought over here than to have 
l ar ge sums of money sent out of the country. Also, many of 
t he pe ople ~ho h8Ve come ov er a r e h i ghly skilled, particul8rly 
i n t he hand crafts , and ful fi l l a va lua.ble f unction i n t h is 
c ountry . The Instit ute wa s intere sted in a s s i s ting the s e 
pe ople for the l a t t er r e a.sons and also for pure l y humani te.rian 
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purposes , s ince the suffer ing of the :pe ople who were separnt ed. 
was s o i n tense . 
The case workers of t he Interna tiona l Inst i t ute who tried 
to help t he i ndividual s so l ve the problems i nvolved i n bring-
ing peopl e over quickl y , found thems e l ves i n a fie l d tha t vJa.s 
entire l y new to t hem and one that took a great deal of specia l 
study , as it became necessary to learn not only the orig i nal 
i mmi gr ation l aw but all the rules and regul at i ons tha t have 
come i nto be ing s ince . 
Along Wi th the pr oblems of bring i ng pe opl e over came also 
the t a sk of he l p i ng pe opl e s e cure the ir c i ti zenship and in 
some cases as s isting peopl e , who were about to be deported , 
but who had a good re ason for s tay i ng , and who would be per-
mitted t o do so if the case could be appea led t o t he aut hori -
t i es , who 1.vould render a f avorabl e ve rdi ct once t hey had e.ll 
t he f acts befor e the m. Somet ime s a person' s right to stay de -
pended upon be ing able to prove that he had l ega lly ente red 
the country, although he had lost h i s :papers and had f orc otte n 
the name of the boat on which he had arr ived . 
There have been cases of young men and girls coming over 
on a boat as sailors or s t ewardes ses who had s t ayed in thi s 
country ·when t he ir shi ps s a iled , not realizing t he seriousness 
of what they hc.d done. They hact fo und work and mar r i ed and 
only i n l a t er years after there we re several children had they 
been brought face to fa.ce wi th the se r i ousness of the s i t ua -
t i on and J?erhaps been faced \J i th a deportat i on order. 
• 
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Others had no memory o:f their early childhood beyond I 
growing up in this country and discovered only when they went 
I ,, to get their birth certificates, :for some reason.that they 
were not American born citizens, but had been born in another 
country, and had been brought here by their parents who had I 
never had them naturalized. This meant difficulties in 
.I 
secur-JI 
I' 
ing work in many cases. 
In another instance a young man wishing to go abroad 
would :find that he could not get a pass:port U.'ltil he had 
straightened out the situation and even then, on returning to 
his original country would :find himself liable for military 
service in that country which claimed him as its citizen and 
would need assistance in getting back to this country. 
There have been other cases o:f people returning to the 
old country before they had become citizens and over-staying 
their leave, or :people coming to this country and unintention-
ally or through illness o:f themselves or the :person they were 
visiting, over-staying their time and so becoming subject to 
legal deportation proceedings. 
Just :previous to the war, the Alien Registra.tion Act 
caused a tremendous increase in the need :for such services, 
as :people were re~uired to register unless they could prove 
their citizenship. The International Institute, in many cases 1 
:found it wise to have one person specialize in all the proced-1 
ures involved in assisting those caught in the above situa- I 
I tions. 
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The Jersey City Institute had met all these problems and, 
therefore, was well equipped to face the tremendous increase 
in this type of service that was needed immediately upon the 
ending of the last war. During all the years it had, however~ 
kept the main emphasis on other aspects of the International 
Institute's program, but immediately with the ending of the war 
it became swamped with requests for assistance, first by G.I.'s 
wanting assis tance in bringing over their fiancees and brides, 
and then by those who wished to get their families out of des-
titute Europe. Therefore, with i ts reduced staff it has had 
to concentrate chiefly on these services. 
Not only did the demand for these services increase but 
they assumed an urgency, following the war, which they did not 
have before, except in special cases. Ju st previous to the 
war a great many people bad returned to Europe, Visiting rela-
tives and often to look after property, as the war cl ouds be-
came more threatening. A number of them, fee ling that war was 
coming, although it was not thought to be imminent, had taken 
or sent their children to visit relatives. Sometimes the hus-
band or the wife had gone too. The sudden outbreak of hostil-
ities in the summer of 1939 meant that a great number of these 
people were caught in ~rope and could not get back to this 
country until after the war was over. 
D.lring this period some of the children had become twenty-
one and were no longer classed as minors and, therefore, they 
needed separate papers for themselves. All who were not 
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American citizens had naturally over-stayed their leave. Many 
who were American citizens had been forced to take part in el-
ections in foreign countries or to serve in the armed forces 
and thereby lost their citizenship, unless it coula. be proved 
that they had done so under duress. 
Many other people with relatives here had become complete-
ly destitute and the natural bonds of affection made a child 
here for instance, desirous of caring, for" a: destitute father 
or mother. In other cases the person here was the sole re-
maining relative of those surviving overseas. One boy of 
twelve, had had twenty-three members o:f his :family wiped out 
in Poland and his uncle and aunt in this country were the only 
blood relatives lef·t. :Many of the people here felt it would 
~e much kinder to bring the destitute person here rather than 
send him money over there, Others :felt it would be cheaper, 
also. Many more were in the displaced :persons camps and had 
had no :place to go unless they could come to this country. 
Not only did people come directly to the International In-
stitute with these problems; they were also referred to the In-
stitute by other agencies, including the United States Depart-
ment o:f Immigration in Newark which did not have the time to 
give personal attention to many cases which they felt were 
worthy o:f the time involved in helping the peoiJle collect the 1 
numerous documents necessary to prepare the required af:fidavi tB.il 
I 
Once the :People arrived in the United States, there was 
need :for the usual counseling and grouiJ work services of the 
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Institute in helping them adjust to life here , •' .c.ven in the 
preparing of the cases for bringing people over, a great deal 
of counseling was involved. Some of the types of situations 
that woul d require this counseling were: 
A G. I. vvho came to the Institute for assistance in bring i ng 
his fiancee over, became depressed and began to ·wonder vthethe r 
the e::irl really was in love with him. It ha d taken many months 
before the papers here could be cleared and for the girl over 
there to pass Per physica l tests, loyalty tests, and secure 
all the necessary documents she must he_ve, such as permission 
from her ovm government to leave the country. Dur ing this per-
iod of wo.J..ting either he or she ha d met s omeone e l se and ha d 
decided t 9 break off t he engagement. 
Another case was that of a G. I. of Puritanical parents vrho 
was certc.in that his girl was one of the f inest he h c.d eve r 
Jrnown who received word one day that she had had a child with-
out telling him about it. :Mother and G. I. came in a sta.te of 
shock t o see the worker and talk the whole situation over wi th 
her. The fiancee had declare d that the G.I. is the fathe r of 
the child and wi shed to come over and bring the child wi th her. 
After many conversa tions and consider able writing , the s itua-
tion was cleared up happily, with the baby's paternity be inG 
established as that of the G.I. a.nd the family being ready to 
accept her and the child. 
Another type of s itua tion is tha t of a mother or father whose 
marital partner and children were caught i n the territory unde r 
Ru ssian jurisdiction and to whom the Russians woul d is sue no 
exit permit and a pparently had e ither moved the family or re -
fused to allow mail to go through, so that the per son here 
needs to adjust himself or hersel f t o the fac t tha t until the 
r egi me in Russi a changes he or she will be compl e tely separated 
from their loved one . 
Another case i nvolved a man nov1 in thi s country whose wife 
had become pr egnant whil e the t v10 of them were i n Europe in 
1939. He had returned and the v1ife had stayed with her mother 
to have the child over the re . Before she could return, war ha d 
broken out. That section of the country had been taken over 
by another power which would not permit the mother to l ee.ve , 
since she had been born in the territory that was confiscated. 
They would permit the child, as the daughter of an American , to 
leave the country. The questions to be decided were : whe the r 
the child, in order to be spared a Communi s tic upbring i ng , 
should be sent to this country , away from ber mother, to a 
father whom sne had never seen, or whether the child should s tay 
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with the mother. If me stayed vri th the mot her , should the two 
of them try to escape across a l arge body of water to a part 
of t he country which was not "occupied" ? If they were caught, 
the chances were very strong that the mother would go to c con-
centra tion camp and the child to a Communist school. Should 
the mother send the child over and then try to follow i mmedi a te-
ly by escaping across the boundary or should she stay in the 
country until her daughter he.d been over here long enough to 
see whether a good adjustment could be worked out betvreen 
fa.ther and daughter, in the event that the mother was caught 
and never got over here? This case also had a happy ena_ing . 
After a long period of indecision on the part of the mother she 
and the child finally made an escape over the water to s afety. 
Another situation was tha t of a mother who had come to this 
country, but ~iss not ns.turalized, and her child in Germany, who 
had b ecome over twenty-one and, therefore, was not eligible for 
immi5r otion under the s pecial regulations set up by the ~tate 
Department and the military authorities. He had alv1ays hoped 
to go to coll ege but he was losingv..e i ght rapidly over there artd. 
she was afraid that he would develop tuberculosis or some . other 
condition tha t vrou.ld e ither cause h i s death or make it impossi-
ble for him to pass the health examination when the restrict-
ions were removed. In this case it was imposs ible to se cure 
his admittance on a student visa. The lawyer who he.d been helrr 
ing the mother previously had not been aware of this possibili~ 
and the mother had already paid him a considerable sum of money. 
This was only one of a number of cases where people he.d to u s e 
up their savings for l a:wyer' s fees which t hey needed to use in 
caring for the people who are to come over,and f or the ir trzns-
portation. 
Another situation was that of a woman in this country whose 
sixty-year old mother was worlcing for a Russian school teacher 
in one of the conquered countries. The school teacher,however, 
seemed fond of the mother and had g iven her good clothing and 
even called t he doctor v-rhen her mother had been .Sick. This 
woman had to decide if she should try to bring t he mother over, 
which would involve the mother's c oing to the local authorities 
for permission to leave the country . If she did so, she might 
me e t an unfriendly official who would consider her disl oyal to 
the Communistic regi me and might see that communication could 
no longer take place between mother and daughter. If the mother 
stayed there chopping wood, lugging heavy buckets of water , and 
doing similar work, her health might be in danger. '11he woman 
here finally decided that it was better not to bring her over, 
since the s chool teacher was apparently interested in the mother 
and would care for her. 
These are but a few of the situations involved in the 298 
case s that ~e re handled by the I nstitute during t he year ~ 
2.'abl e I a.nd Gr aph I show t he d i str i bution of t hese ca3e s ove r 
t he y ear. 
The Institute h ac1. a very SJ1all sta.ff durin& the su mme r , 
h&vinr onl y part-ti~e vtor ker s • .wegim1inc i n l. ove mber ,,ci th a 
f ull-tine executive ,in addition to a h£ l f-t i me case ~orker a s 
ha s been note d :pr eviously , a l a r ger nu~1ber of ca ses coul d. be 
handled. The number viOuld have been l arger f rom November 
through March i f it wer e not for t he gr oup activit i es :previous -
ly d i scu 8sed , whi ch consumed e good :part of the sta f :r ' s time . 
The l a s t b i [, group activity coming e arly i n J:..:pril, the t wo work-
ers could concentrate a lmost enti~e ly on case work s ervice s .If 
this study had been c ontinued on i nto J ul y , it wou ld h ave 
shovm that en even h i c;he r :peak wa s r e Bched during tha t month . 
It has be en i mpossi ble to d i fferent iate i n t his study 
betvveen t ho se case s which involved only strs i ght technical 
service i!l the areas of immi c;r e.tion ancl those vthich i ncl uded 
r en l case v;ork counse ling , e.s there were such varying degree s 
of counseling i nvo lved . Graph I shovn· the monthly total case 
load . The t able shows, i n addition , those ca ses which were 
nevv f or the year and for e ach r.~ onth as ve ll a s the ca s e s that 
were continued from previous nonths. For :purposes of thi s 
study, a case was cons idered a s new t he f i rst time a pe rs on 
appl y i ng f or assistance came in during the year . So~e of these 
cases hed been he lped previously, some were compl etely new t o 
t he I nsti t ute. It is fo r thi s r eason tha t there ere no con-
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TABLE I 
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MONTHLY CASE LO.Ail 
JERSEY CITY INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE 
I 
I 
I 
I 
June 1, 1947 - May 31, 1948 
Number o:r Gases 
Month .New Gon"tlnuect :J.'o"ta.l 1"or month 
!I 
II 
jl 
il 
June 22 - 22 
July 21 10 31 
August 13 5 18 
i 
I Se:ptember 10 6 16 
I I October 6 20 26 
I, 
II 
II 
November 11 8 19 
December 7 15 22 
" 
II 
'I 
January 14 16 30 
February 15 19 34 
I 
II 
II, 
II 
:f 
II 
II 
March 29 19 48 
A:pril 85 23 108 
May 65 38 103 
- -
Total 298 179 477 
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tinuea. cases listed in Ju..>J.e. 
Table II ana. Chart II show that 799 individuals were 
served through case work during the year. In figuring the I 
number of individuals who were helped, a cou..>J.t was made on the I 
basis of those directly affected. If one :person was trying to 
establish his citizenship, he was counted as one :person. If, 
however, it was a case of a mother who had been in this coun-
try and was caught here by the war, so that she over-stayed 
her leave and was faced with de:portation :proceedings, then II 
her American born husband whom she had married during the war .Jl 
i[ 
I 
and .children, were counted, since a direct service was given 
to them by enabling the mother to stay here. If it was a hus-
I 
I band trying to get his wife and four children back from EuroiJe ·~' 
il then husband, wife ana. four children were cotmtea.. If a dau:gh~~ 
-·,ter was trying to bring her mother over :from Euro:pe, that waJI 
counted as two :peo]le even though the daughter had a husband II 
I 
and children in this country, for in this case it was felt thaJI 
the welfare of the husband and children was not vitally af-
fected by the arrival of the daughterrs mother, even if she 
Ill 
li 
jl 
il If, however, j' 
the arrival of the mother caused a serious :problem affecting 
were going to live in the same house \Vi th them. 
I 
I 
the entire family ana. the Institute hel]ed in alleviating some 
of the tension, then the entire family was counted. 
Inevitably a certain amount of subjective judgment entered,[ 
ii 
together on this[l but the executive ana. the assistant who worked 
1
1 analysis of the cases, 
·' 
discussed the matter in each instance _ __j 
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TABLE II 
799 INDIVIDUALS SERVED THROUGH CASEWORK 
INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF JERSEY CITY 
June 1, 1947 - May 31, 1948 
Month Individuals 
June 1947 57 
July 11 57 
.August 11 51 
September 11 34 
.October 11 18 
November 11 39 
December tl 25 
January 1948 51 
February 11 48 
March 11 87 
.April 11 202 
May 11 130 
Total 799 
-- -- --- -- . --
.. ---- - ,. 
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so that the numbers put dovm we re the result of the judgment 
of the tviO workers . The figures show a variation in the num-
ber of people served which does not follow ~uite the same line 
as the number of cases, which vra. s partl y due to the chance 
number of individuals involved in each situation. 
The high peak of services to individuals in ilpril was due 
to the fact that the off ice concentrated on catching up on 
work with nevr arrivals, many of whom were not singl e people 
but family groups. The curve went down sharply in :.:ay when 
the cases involved fewer peopl e and continued upvrard a gain 
through June and July. 
Table III and Graph III sho·w the rela tionshi p of the 
clients to the applicant. It has been necessary to make a di~ 
.terence between those who were be i ng he lped here and those in-
vol:ved in the case who were ove r seas. The v;ord 11 applicantn 
r efers to the pe rson i n thi s country who came to the offi ce 
of the Institute to re~uest help, or who sought he l p through 
l etter s or correspondence. The 11 client" is the one who was 
served at the r eCJ.Uest of the applicant and in most cases was 
located in Europe. In the case of three :persons who sought 
help for themselves, the individuals have been called clients 
and have been listed under the heading " Self". The number 
of cases h e.s been counted r a ther than the number of individ-
uals involved. 
Both Table and .Graph will show that 60 of the ca ses, or 
27 .4~ , were ones v1here the ap:plicant was trying to get hus -
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RELATI ONSHI P OF CLIENT TO A~PLICANT 
INTERN.ATIOl~AL I NSTI TUTE OF JERSEY CI TY 
Re l at i onship 
Eusb[1nd., Hi fe 
or Fi ancee 
Ni e ce or 
Nephew 
Brother or 
Si ster 
Cous i n 
Parent 
Se l f 
Chi ld 
Fr i end 
Or:pha.n -
0 
June 1, 1 947 - May 31, 1948 
Number of Cases 
( not including new arr i vals) 
10 20 30 40 50 
.. 
not r e l ated 1--
"Grandpars nt 1-
Uncle or 
.P_unt 1-
4.5 
60 70 
TABLE III 
RELATIONSHIP OF CLIENT TO APPLICP~T 
I NTERNATIONAL I NSTITUTE OF JERSEY CITY 
June 1, 1947 - May 31, 1948 
Re lationship 
Husband, Wife 
or Fiancee 
Nie ce or 
Nephew 
Brother or 
Sister 
Cousin 
Parent 
Self 
Child 
Friend 
Orphan -
not related 
Grandparent 
Uncle or 
Aunt 
Total 
Number of Cases (Not including 
new arrivals) 
60 
31 
28 
28 
23 
21 
15 
6 
5 
1 
1 
219 
Per Cent 
27.40 
1 4 .15 
12 .78 
12.78 
10.50 
9.59 
6 .85 
2.74 
2.28 
.46 
.46 
99.99 
4-6 
band , y, ife or f i e.ncee to this country . Some of these vr r e 
G. I.' s but many of them wer e :pe o:ple se:pare.ted by war through 
circumstances such a.s t h ose g i ven above , when the t y pes of 
case s were di s cus sed. 
Thirt y -one of the cases, or 14.15~:. , i nvolved nieces an d 
n e :ph ev.rs . I n many cases the se h a d b e en orph anP-d by the war and 
rnan~r of them were under t wen t y- one or just over. '.rv1enty -nine 
of the c ases were t h ose of brother and s i ster, usually one rJ 
v;ho had b een left dest i t ute , who wi s hed to come over here to 
re-e s t ablish t hemse lves and start a. n ew life i n thi s country . 
Thi s was t he ch ief r eas on for the t wenty cousins an d s i x 
friends. The twenty-four :parents we r e mostly quite e l d erly 
:peo p l e - some in c amps and others whose possessions had been 
wiped out. '£here we re five c ttses of orph ans who vrere not re -
l a t e rl t o t h e one s bringing them ov er but were brought over f or 
humanitarian purposes . One g r andpr::rent s nd one unc le we re 
brout;·h t over, both of whom had b een impover i shed. clue to the war . 
The t wenty :pe o:ple lis ted und er 11 Self 11 were chiefl y those 
who were try ing to s e cure citi zenship or make their stay in 
this country l e g a l. l\J:an y of those caught here by the war need.-
ed h e l p t o secure a l egal entry through the me ans of' going t o 
Canada. and entering f rom there, under the procedure c a lled 
11 Pre exe.minat i o:n 11 which will be discussed l ater. 
In s erving t hese peopl e who were overseas , the Ins t itute 
was a l so h elping res i dents of Jersey City, mo st of them i~mer ­
i can citizens, to reunite the ir f amilies , to bring the ir l oved 
• 
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ones over and to oe aole to care for them here rather than 
I 
I sending abroad regular gifts of food, clothing and money. 
Turning to the legal status of the indi vid.ue.ls studied., li 
it was found. that 42:3% of all individuals helped were ci tizenJ; 
that the greatest numoer of these were located in this country I 
I 
and were trying to bring their parents and other relatives ove~ 
Twenty-five of these were G. I.'s wishing to bring over their li 
fiancees or wives and children. The next largest group helped. I 
I 
were aliens overseas. This last accounted for 20.52% of the 1 
total and, as we have seen, most of these were relatives of 
people here. 
I 
,I 
There were four individuals who wished to change from the I 
status of temporary visitor such as that of student to a per- I 
manent status. One of these was a Chinese girl who had been 
adopted, but not legally, by an American missionary and his 
wife in China. She was a. foundling and came to this cou_~try 
with her adopted parents. She had a. temporary visa and was 
soon notified that she must rettrrn to China. Her desire was 
to oecome a student here. If she went oack to China sh~ 
would. have to arrive there without funds. In China there is 
no public relief, as families there look after each other, so 
she would therefore, have landed without money or friends, in 
a country torn by war, and with serious currency inflation. . 
The Institute was finally able to find a school here where she[ 
i 
could enroll to 13tudy Public Health Nursing, as her desire was '1 
I 
to return to China later on and help her people. I 
GR.AJ'H IV 
LEGAL STATUS OF PEOPLE SZRVED THROUGH C.ASE\'iORK 
I NTERNATI OHAL I NSTITUT:S OF JERSEY CITY 
June 1 , 1 947 - l·i:ay 31 , 1948 
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TABLE IV 
LEGAL STATUS OF PEOPLE SERVED Th"'"ROUGR CASEWORK 
INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF JERSEY CITY 
June l, 1947 - May 31, 1948 
Individuals 
Legal Status All Individuals u. s. Citizens 
Number Per cent Number Per cen't o:r 
served 
Al;>l;>licants a 
Citizens b 338 42.30 338 42.30 Permanent Resid.. 121 15.14 - -
G. I.' s 25 3,13 25 3.13 
TemJ!. visitors 
(inc.students) 4 .50 - -
Those without legal 
re sid.ence here c 12 1.50 - -
Total fl!Dlicants '500 62.57 363 45.43 
Clients 
Citizens 29 3.63 29 3.63 
Aliens e 164 20.52 - -
Disl;>laced. J!ersons 7l 8.89 - -
Prisoners of War. 4 .50 - -
G. I. Wives and 
Fiancees 21 2.63 - -
G. I. children f 10 1.25 10 1.25 
Total clients 2.99 37.42 39 4.88 
-- --
Grand. total 7199 99.99 402 50.31 
a I 
a Al;>l;>licants include those J!ersons, or group of persons, as 
a family who request assistance for other J!ersons, or 
grou~ of J!ersons as a family, or for themselves. Nearly 
all of these are in the U. S . .A. 
b Permanent residents are those immigrants legally admitted. 
for J!ermanent residence. 
c Those without legal residence include temporary visitors 
caught by the war and. whose countries are under Russia or 
other controls, those who came without securing legal 
admission. 
l 
a._ Clients include those J!ersons for whom assistance has 
been requested by al;>l;>licants. Most of these are overseas. 
e .Aliens here include non-citizens not falling in a SJ!ecial 
category. 
f Most of these are 
yet taken l;>lace. 
marriage of bride 
are classified as 
G.I. children, even if marriage has not 
One or two were children by a former 
and will be adopted by G. I. so all 
citizens. 
I' 
I I 
'I ,,
I 
·50 
.Ano ther person wa.s a young boy who, with his mother , had 
lived on an island taken over by Yugosl avia . 1'he government 
h ad t2.ken a.ll the men :for labor on the mai nland , l eavj_ng the 
women t o fend f or themselves. There was not enough f ood for 
them to do t h is without the assist8nce of the men . Thi s boy, 
tremendous l y upse t a t his mothe r ' s s low starvation , jumped on 
a boa.t coming t o this country a nd while the boa t was i n the 
harbor vJent ashore , not fully reali zing t he l e ga.l penalt i e s 
invol ved. 
He found vfOrk and for a number of months was ab l e to send 
foo d b ack regul arly to his mother . Then one night he was 
picked up by t he pol i ce as an ill ega l entr ~::.nt . 
Since he came from t erritory t hat had belonged to I t a l y 
before being seized by Yugoslavi a , the Italians here r e cog-
nized .h i s Italian citizenship and the I n s titute was abl e to 
ar rs.nge for him to be t e.ken on board an I tal i an ship f l y i ng the 
Panama. i a.n f l ag . He had to promi se not to s e t foo t on l~meri­
can shores :for :four ye srs . If he had been deported to Yugos -
l avia he would have been killed , and there were diffi cult i es 
i nvolved i n his return t o Ita l y . 
Twe lve of the individual s d i d not have l egal residence 
here , t hrough no fault of the ir own . One of the se we.s a Vi OI!lc.n 
who married and had three chi l dren dur ing thi s peri od . If she 
we re deported the chi l dren would have neaded he l p f r om the 
government , as the husband did not earn enough to pay a house -
ke eper ; i n fa.c t t he wife had been wor king part- t i me to me.ke 
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ends meet. Congress finally passed. legislation enabling 
these people, detained. because of war conditions, to remain 
here legally, when the conditions justified it. 
li 
II 
-jf --
1 
I 
lj 
Of the 799 people servea., 500 were people who came to theli 
Institute for assistance, aJlproximately 62% of the total nu..TJJ- II 
II ller, and., as we have seen 42% of these were citizens. The re-I 
maining 299 were clients served. at the request of the applic- I 
l 
ants. ' Twenty-nine of these latter were citizens and. 164 were I I 
aliens. This does not include seventy-one displaced. persons, i 
, I 
' or the tw-enty-one wives and. fiancees of the G. I.'s or ten G.I.jl 
children. Four other people were prisoners of war who were i 
located. and. put in touch with relatives here. 
I 
The .chief sources through which these people came to the II 
International Institute were former clients and. friends of thej
1 ~I International Institute, as may be seen by Table · V Graph · V. · I~ II 
II 
Ninety-six came to the Institute in this manner and. for all 
The next largest group came from the or-types of service. 
li 
Immigra- li 
li 
ganizations meeting the boats and. the Department of 
tion. These are listed. as new arrivals. The Department of 
I
I,. Immigration has found. the work of the International Institute 
throughout the country to be of such value that they have in- 1] 
II eluded. the Institute in the list of educational agencies that lj 
are allowed. to have the names of new arrivals in this country.! 
Where the Department staff is sufficiently large in an area, 
they have sent copies of the names to the Institute but in 
most cases, particularly at present, it is necessary for the 
I 
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SOURCES OF CJ:.~S 
I NTEP.NLTICKAL I:t,:S'l'ITUTr.~ OF JERSEY CITY 
June 1 , 1947 - 1-:~oy 31, 1948 
Sources 
Former Client s 
ond Fr i ends 
New arrival s 
De p t. of' I Plmi g . 
Red Cross 
U. S . and Over . 
Dept . of I mmi tS . 
I . I.bd ~·.Ie mbs. 
Vet s . J:.dmin . 
0 
Nat'l. I.I. ~ 
Cent . Lo. Eur . ~ 
Ne.t ' l.Froad-
casting Co . -
Number o:f Ca ses 
25 5 0 75 100 
Sonrces No . of Cases 
Hoboken Fol. .. 
El l i s I s l and ~ 
;,:enoni t e Soc . 
'C' . S • .h.rrns Cen . 
Eure s u 
Trave l Bureau 
Fh ila . Fr i ends 
Soc i e ty 
ii!'st ' l . Je':J i sh 
· .. 'e l . Counc il 
Y . F . C .I . L . 
Y. '.'.f . C. A . 
N . J . Chi l d. 
Guard . :bd . 
U. N.R.R.A 
Publ i c i ty 
Unlmown 
0 2 5 
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TABLE V 
SOu"P.C:SS 0!" CASES 
I UTERHATI ONJ!.L l NSTITUTE OF JEPSEY CITY 
June 1, 1947 - Ji:i:ay 31 , 1948 
-- .. _ Cases 
Source Number Per cent 
Former c l ients and friends 96 
New arrival s, Dept . of Immi g . 79 
Red Cross, U. S. e.nd over s ea.s 27 
De pt of I mmi gration 20 
I . I . Board members 14 
Ve teran ' s Administration 13 
Nat 'l .H'qtrs . Amer . Fe d . I . I. 6 
Central Location Bureau 5 
Nat 'l. Broadcasting Co . 5 
Hoboken Police 3 
Ellis I s l and 3 
Menoni te Society 3 
U. S . .Ar my Central Bureau 2 
Travel Bureau 2 
Philade l phia Friends Soc. 1 
Nat' l. Jewish Welfare Council 1 
N. Y. C. I . L. 1 
Y . ~1 . C. A. 1 
N. J . Chi ld Guerdianship Bd . 1 
U. N. R. R . A. 1 
Publicity 1 
Amer. Christian Com . f or Re f uge e s 1 
Unknown 12 
Total 298 
32.21 
26 . 51 
9 . 0 6 
6.71 
4 . 70 
4.36 
2 . 01 
1 . 68 
1 . 68 
1. 00 
1 . 00 
1 . 00 
. 67 
. 67 
. 34 
. 34 
. 34 
. 34 
. 34 
.34 
. 34 
. 34 
4 . 03 
100 .01 
Ins titute to s end a worker to copy the names and addre s ses of 
the newly arrived inm1igr a.nts l ihO h ave come to the ne i ghborhood 
of the Institut e. 
Some of the organizations meeting the boats, also had re-
cords of the newcomers which were made available t o the local 
Institutes. The Institutes contac t these people, visit them, 
we lcome the m to America and invite them t o g roup activities at 
the Institute and give t hem casework a s s istance where it is 
needed. 
To show the appreciation of the new arrivals for this ser-
vice in San Francisco, v1here about 300 had arrived, whe.n the 
Institute put on a party think ing t hat perhaps thirty would 
show u:p 1 290 arr ived. 
One of the services t hat the International Institute of 
Jersey City is hoping to render in the following year is the 
holding of parties such as these . 
Another source of referral was the Red Cross, both in this 
country and overseas. 
r eople often turn to the Red Cross , who d o not f all into 
the particular cate gories which the Red Cross is permitted to 
s e rve, and these would be r eferred to the Inte rnational Inst-
otute. Requests came f rom overseas for assistance to them in 
locating relatives over he re of pe ople with whom they were 
working . Tr;enty-seven of the case s came from the Red Cross. 
The ne x t largest source of cases was t he Department of 
I mmi gr ation , chiefly the NeYlark off ice. There we r e t vrenty 
55 
cases referred to us in this way. The DepArtment has often 
spoken about the excellence of the work of the Jersey City 
Institute. 
The next largest number of cases, fourteen, came to us 
through the board members of the International Institute. As 
has been mentioned in the earlier part of this thesis, the Board 
of the Institute is composed J f a number of different national-
ities who are in touch with their own nationality groups and it 
is quite natural that they would refer their friend s to the 
Institute for as sistance. Thirteen cases were referred by the 
Veterans Administration. Many of the se were former G.I.'s who 
wished assista nce in bringing over wives or fiance es, or in 
completing steps for the naturalization of their wives or 
fiancees. Some were cases of marital adjustment. 
The other forty-nine referrals were divided among a great 
number of different agencies. As will be seen by the table 
and graph, most of these categ ~ries are self-explanatory. 
However, the three following sources - the Central Location 
Bureau, the National Broadcasting Company, and the Hoboken Police 
- may arouse curiosity. The central Location Bm~eau was set 
up by the va rious agencies working overseas and in this coun-
try to help locate peop~e who had been separated during the 
war or who had lost each other's addresses. The moment the 
war was over, a tremendous number of requests poured into 
organizations on both sides of the ocean. It was obviously 
advi sable to establish a central bureau where all requests 
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:fron each side could. he re g istered. . Then v1he r e e. ]!erson wa s 
s earchi ng for an individual in Europe , and. tha t ind ividua l in 
Euro pe vms t r :ring t o l ocate the person in America , the names 
V/Ot!.ld be re g istered in the central off ice a.nd the r e que s ts DUt 
together, although e ach had. been working t hrou f_:h a se :pBra.te 
agency i n this Centra l Btu·eau. For instance, i f a mothe r in 
Czechosl ovaki a a pproached. the Red Cross fo r as s i s t ance i n lo-
cetin s her son i n America. ~:•.nd the son at the se.me t ime had a sk-
ed t he a s s i str n c e of t i:1e Chu rch ',{orl o. Service i n l occ. tin,:: h i s 
mother i n Europe , both re g~est s would b e r egis t ered i~ t h e 
Centra l J1ureDU a nd the t\'!o co uld be put in tou ch vt i th each 
othe r. tlthout this Centra l Bur eau , t he agencies working a l one 
could not pos s i b l y have loca t ed as many as t hey d id . 
Some ind ividu a l s wer e not a~·. ~~J· e of the service s of the se 
v a r i ous agenc i es , or pe rheps -'::h .-:: r e '':e r e no bran~h :: s o i' any of 
these a e.:encies i n the ir l ocal commw.1i t y so t hey Viou lo. wri te to 
anyone in .America Vihom they thought c ould he l :g the M. It vras in 
this Viay that the 1\at i onal Broadca st int; Comp a ilY be c:sn to r e -
c e i ve r eq u es t s such as a l e t t e r sayinc : "De pr Si rs ;~ ifteen 
ye ar s a g o my broth er Ti ent to Amer i ca , ?nd opened a c r oce ry 
store i n a city close t u Nev1 York . Can you loca te him f or u.s . 11 
Somet i mes they v1ould kl10V'i the n ame of t he city a.nd the Ne.tion-
81 Broadcastin& Company ,,:oul d sen d soree of the se r equests to 
n ea r by a ge n c i e s s uch as the Ins titute or r efe r them to a Na t -
ional a g ency in NBW York , whi ch wou ld then D&s s the r e quests on 
to i ts loca l branches . In some cases , the :pe ople in Europe 
• 
I 
• 
would. write to the }.{ayor o:t' a city s11ch as Hoboken asking :for 
assistance in locating a person in that city. Other times, 
people who were in :financial need., (or who said. they were), 
would. write these organizations, which would. then refer them 
to the International Institute or other agency having over-
seas contacts, so the worthiness o:t' the requests could. be in-
vestigated.. 
Every so often people would. arrive at Ellis Island. and. 
have to be detained. there because they had. not met all the 
necessary requirements for entrance, and. social work assist-
ance ViOUld. often be necessary to see i:t' their relatives in 
this country could. supply required information or a:t':t'id.avits, 
so that the immigrant will not heve to be returned. to Europe. 
Sometimes a tragedy has occurred., as when a :fiancee ar-
rived. in New York and. her G.I. was not there to meet her, ha.v-1
1 
ing been killed. in an automobj.le accident en route. The work-li 
I• 
ers at the Island. turned. to the International In.sti tute :for as::. 
sistance in contacting the G. I.'s :t'amil~,r to see whether they [I 
could take the girl in temporarily, as they d.id in this case, 
and. to help break the news to her o:t' his d.eath. 
There was a small group o:f about ten cases ;;hose source !i 
o:t' referral were not reported. in the case records, perhaps d.ue II 
to the pressure o:t' business or because the situation was o:t' 11 
such nature that the worker d.id. not wish to press :for details.~~ 
II 
This could. happen i:t' the client was very much upset upon com- I! . 
ing to the o:t':t'ice. 11 
i~­
!l 
I 
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T::·o le VI shovts that t he greatest numbe r of cas es concerned 
pe opl e v1ho were living in t he United State s , r eferring t o our 
defini tion of applican ts as :persons who came to the offi ce vlith 
re ~uests f or service , either for the mselves or other ]_)eopl e , and 
those for whom ass i s t :.mce was re CJ..Ue s t ed , a.s clients . This 
study shows tha t 127 of the ca s es i nvolve d cl i ents lo ca ted in 
the Unite d Sta tes and therefor e 8 gre a t part of the n ark had to 
do with people a l ready here . The s eventy- nine new arr i val c a ses 
come under this heading as do cases i nvolvi ng t ho se who were 
here illegally. Some were G. I.'s who c ar.1e for ass i s t ance in 
v10 r k i ng out probl ems of adjust ment -with t he ir for e i gn- born 
wives or for he l p in s ecuri ng naturalizati on :papers for t hem. 
The next l argest gr oup of c ases was of peo:pl e l oca te d in 
Germany . Thi s was q.ui te natural , since several camps f or di s -
:pl aced persons were set up there an d s i nce there wer e s o man:-
U. S . soldiers stati oned i n Germany . In addition , the fact 
tha t one zone of Germany was occupied by t he Americans made it 
eas i er for i mmi gr at i on details to be handl ed i n t his area . 
~ . .any of t he cases l ocat ed in Gernany wer e of such nati ons li t ies 
as Polish ,Lithuani an , Czechoslovakian and others who had been 
brought into Ge r many a.s l aborers or prisoners by the Naz i s • 
.Another very i mportant f actor is the l arge i mmi gre.tion q_uota 
a s s i gned t o peopl e born i n Germeny . The Pol ish CJ..Uo t a is much 
smaller so that there i s a l one wai t ing list of those wi shin€ 
to c ome here f r om tha t country s o ·we handled fewer ca se s . 
It see ms as if t he entire population of some of these 
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GRATH VI 
21 COUNTP.I~S 1.1REP.S CLIENTS WSRE LOCATED 
1 
.. 'HEN APJ'LIC.ATION V/A ~3 1·:AD~ 1<'0P. SBP.VIC:>; 
Il~ T?:RNATI OIITAL I NSTI TUTE OF J EPSEY CI TY 
Country 
United States 
Germany 
Italy 
Po l and 
Holland 
Russia 
Greece 
France 
Czechoslovakia 
.Austria 
Ca nada 
England 
Be l g ium 
China 
Finland 
Hune:-a.ry 
Ireland 
I a l estine 
Batav i a. 
Sv.r i tzerl end 
Yugoslavi a 
0 
June l, 1947 - !\·:ay 31, 1948 
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TABLE VI 
21 COUNTRIES WEERE CLIENTS WERE LOCATED 
WHEN Jl.:Pl'LICATIOH WAS W.ADE FOR SERVICE 
INTERHATIONAL INSTITUTE OF JERSEY CITY 
June l, 1947 - May 31, 1948 
Country No. o:f Cases Per cent 
Uniteii States 127 42.6 
Germany 77 25.8 
Italy 21 7.0 
Polanii 14 4. 7 
Hollanii 12 4.0 
Russia 8 2.7 
Greece 6 2.0 
France 5 1.7 
Czechoslovakia 4 1.3 
Austria 3 1.0 
Canaiia 3 1.0 
Englanii 3 1.0 
Belgium 2 . 7 
China 2 . 7 
Finlanii 2 . 7 
Hungary 2 . 7 
Irelanii 2 .7 
Palestine 2 .7 
Batavia l .3 
Switzerlanii l .3 
Yugoslavia l . 3 
Total 298 99.9 
II 6J: 
I 
- !' 
• 
I 
il @2 
I' 
1[ 
- ~jro~~-~----
war-torn countries wish to come to this country, but the g_uotas 11 
I 
~revent it. The number of Italians the Institute served was 
limited by the fact that the Italian Government has had such a 
long list of reg_uests for exit ~ermits, (it is necessary for a 
~erson leaving a country to secure an exit ~ermit from his 
country, as well as ~ermission from the new country to enter) 
jl 
I' 
il 
,, 
li that it has refused to acce~t such reg_uests for several years, il 
I. 
il unless the ~eo~le fall within s~ecial ~referred categories. 
Countries like France, England, Ireland and Canada have fairly 
large g_uotas but, since conditions are not so u~set in these 
countries, there is not the same ~ressure to immigrate here. 
li 
.! 
li 
'I I. 
'I 
Many other countries, such as Greece, have very small g_uotas. , 
i' 
Referring to Table VII,we see that the largest nationality]] 
group served is German. This again is influenced by the fact 
I' 
li 
that more ~eo~le from Germany were able to come over since the \r 
i: 
German g_uota was not full. Other reasons besides its size, 
II 
II 
I': 
that the German g_uota was not full were the restrictions on 11 
immigration ~laced there by the State De~artment a.nd military I; 
I, 
authorities who would permit only ~arents, minor children, hus- '] 
[; 
bands and wives to come over, exce~t in unusual cases. This II 
I, 
meant that a great many Germans turned to the Institute for as- II 
,, 
sistance in bringing their relatives over. Also, there is a ii 
ir 
I! good-sized German community in Jersey City. 
:j 
one showing II A comparison of this table with the ~revious 
'I 
the indi via-l! 
ji 
where the clients are located shows that 18.65% of 
uals served were of Polish origin, which is a much larger ~er ,, II 
- :o-;-- _-:-- --- ----~ -----
ll 
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GRAI'H VII 
THE THIRTY-T\70 NATIONALITIES SERVED THROUGH G.ASEViORK 
INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF JERSEY CITY 
Nationality 
German 
Polish 
Italian 
.American 
Dutch 
Lithuanian 
Greek 
Belgian 
French 
Finnish 
Hungarian 
Latvian 
Russian 
Czechoslovakian 
Irish 
.Austrian 
Swiss 
English 
Danish 
Chinese 
Egyptian 
Ukranian 
.Australian 
Canadian 
Stateless 
:!.:stonian 
Flemish 
Porto Rican 
Palestrinian 
Scottish 
Spanish 
Turkish 
Unknown 
0 
June l, 1947 - May 31, 1948 
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I TABLE VII 
i 
• 
I THE THIRTY-TWO NATIONALITIES SERVED THROUGH CASEWORK I 
I INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF JERSEY CITY 
I 
II 
June 1, 1947 - May 31, 1948 
if 
Nationality No. o:f Cases Per cent 
[, 
II 
German 174 21.78 
Polish 149 18.65 
'I 
Italian 95 11.89 
.American 55 6.88 
Dutch 54 6.76 I 
,I 
Lithuanian 35 4.38 
Greek 32 4.00 
i'l 
Belgian 31 3.88 
French 29 3.63 
II 
Finnish 19 2. 37 
Hungarian 15 1.87 
!r Latvian 14 1.75 
I Russian 13 1.62 
I 
Czechoslovakian 13 1.62 
Irish 11 1.37 
I .Austrian 8 1.00 
I, Slviss 7 .87 
if 
English 6 .75 
Danish 5 .62 ! Chinese 4 .50 
!I Egy:ptian 3 . 37 
I' 
Ukranian 3 .37 
.Australian 2 .25 
I Canadian 2 .25 
I Stateless 2 .25 
Estonian 2 .25 
Flemish 2 .25 
Porto Rican 1 .12 
Palestrinian 1 .12 
Scottish 1 .12 
S:panish 1 .12 
Turkish 1 .12 
Unknown 9 1.13 
• Total 799 99.91 
I 
I' 
····~ +. I 1.. i 
' 
• 
II 
i! 
11 
. . - jl. 
II 
,, 
'I I, 
-I: 
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I 
cent than that of the people locateQ in PolanQ. ~'he reason :for!i 
' this is because of the large number of Polish people who were 
in Germany. Jersey City also has a large Polish anQ Italian 
community which vroulQ naturally increase the number of people 
from those nationality groups coming :for assistance. 
In Qefining nationality, where the inQiviQual haQ been 
born abroaQ, it was very simple if the person haQ grown up 
in the country of his nationality. However, a Greek person 
might have grown up in Egypt anQ woulQ be listeQ as Egyptian 
by this country, although really Greek by nationality anQ cul-
1
, 
ture. Some of the Germans who were born in Czechoslovakia were I! 
,, 
I ~ 
' 
li 
,, 
1; 
German by nationality. 
In QeCiQing nationality, the two workers in the Interna-
tional Institute who went over the cases QeCiQeQ on the basis 
o:f language anQ general cultural pattern. If the inQiViQuals 
·,: 
were very much a part of a. nationality community in their cus- il 
il 
toms anQ manner of looking at problems, they were listeQ as a 
Qefinite nationality. If, however, they haQ completely aQopt-
]I eQ American ways anQ broken away from their nationa.li ty group 
I 
I 
they were listeQ as American. 
I A number of people QUring the winter have hesitateQ to 
give money to the International Institute because they have 
,. 
felt that since it serveQ all of Northern New Jersey a great 
I' 
I Qeal of the money must be going outsiQe Jersey City anQ they 
. 1 wisheQ to give their money only to work for those in Jersey 
II 
It City. 
,I il c 
II 
I! 
Table VIII shows that 65.78% of the cases came from 
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GFIAPH VIII 
COW,ITJNITIES WHERE APPLICANTS LIVED 
INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF JERSEY CITY 
June l, 1947 - Uay 31, 1948 
Communities 
Jersey City 
Hoboken 
Union City 
Newark 
Hackensack 
Lyndhurst 
New York 
North :Bergen 
Bayonne 
Cliffside 
Kearney 
Passaic 
Weehawken 
Ridgewood. 
Summit 
0 
' 
' 
-: 
-; 
Upper Montclair • 
All other com- ~.;;.__ ... 
munities. (one 
case each) 
No. of Cases 
50 100 
I .. . , • 
150 200 
·-
... 
I 
II I 
T.ABLE VII I 
COWvlUNI TI~S INHERE .?YPLICANTS LI VED 
I NTERNATI ONAL I NSTI TUTE OF JERSEY CI TY 
June 1, 1947 - Ma,y31, 1948 
Ca.s es . . 
Co mmunit i es Num ber Per cent ·I·fumber 1n Per cen't i n 
J e rsey Ci ty Jersey Ci ty 
and con t i g - and con tig-
uous uous 
territory territory 
J ersey City 196 65 . 78 1 96 65 . 78 
Hoboken 30 10 . 07 30 10 . 0 7 
Uni on Ci t y 1 2 4 . 03 1 2 4.03 
Newark 5 1. 68 
Ha.ckenss cJc 3 1. 00 
Lyndhurst 3 1.00 
Ne\': York 3 1.00 
North Bergen 3 1. 0 0 3 1. 00 
Bayonne 2 . 67 2 .67 
Cl i :f:fside 2 . 67 
Kearney 2 . 67 2 . 67 
Pas sa i c 2 . 67 
Heehavtken 2 . 67 2 . 67 
Ridgewood 2 .67 
Summit 2 . 67 
Upper Montclair 2 . 67 
Al l other communi-
ties ( one case 
each ) 27 9.06 
-- -
Tota l 298 99 . 98 247 82 . 89 
67 
Jersey City itself, 10 .07% more from Hoboken and an additional 
4 . 03p from Union City. 
tory thet is cont~~ous 
The se l atter co mmunities are in terr i-
to Jersey City. M'any of the J?eople 
who came from the se communities were r e l ated to those in Jer-
Ci ty and came through their suggestion . When vve add to thi s 
grou:p those from North Bergen, 13ayonne , Kearney a.nd ',ieehawken 
we see that a total of 82. 89% of t he ca ses cane f rom Jers ey 
City and i ts immedi at e neighboring territory. 
A great :percentage of the case s in other communit i es \'Je r e 
either l ocat i on ce ses or new arrival ca ses, s ervices to riho~ , 
in the se distant a.re c s , vrere limitea. to correspondence. There -
fore , by far the greates t :part of the money given was devoted 
to ~ ork i n Jersey City. 
Tabl e IX show·s the reli gi ous affilia tion of the clien·ts 
In most cases the applicants and clients were of the s ame re -
li£ion . The religion of the clients was determined from the 
documents that had to be procured fo r i mmi gration requirements, 
such as mar r i age licences , baptismal certif ica tes , letter s of 
r eference, a nd so forth. The tabl e shows that only four cases 
v;ere of the Jc·.ri sh faith. This was due to the fac t tha t the 
Jewish corumuni ty had a worker one day a week to handle immig-
r ati on probl ems for their pe o:ple. Of the rerr.a i n i n£ c ase s 
whose religious affiliation was kno·wn , ninety- eight i nvolved 
those of Pr otestant f~ith and onl y s eventy-four of the Roman 
Catholic fa ith. Unde1· Ro~an Catholic f a ith are included those 
:frorJ all the nationality churches such a.s Italian, Lithuani an, 
68 
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TABLE IX 
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATIOl'T OF CLIENTS 
INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF JERSEY CITY 
June 1, 1947 - May 31, 1948 
~ Humber of Cases 
Month Jewish !Protest- Roman 'Unknown I Total Per cent 
s.nt Catholic 
June 1 11 7 3 22 7.38 
July 13 7 1 21 7.04 
.August 0 6 5 2 13 4.36 
Sept. 0 6 4 0 10 3.36 
Oct. 0 3 3 0 6 2.01 
Nov. 1 2 7 1 11 3.69 
Dec. 0 4 3 0 7 2.35 
Jan. 0 6 4 4 14 4.70 
Feb. 1 7 6 1 15 5.03 
March 0 12 5 12 29 9.73 
April 0 19 15 51 85 28.53 
May 1 9 8 47 65 21.81 
- - -
-- --
Total 4 98 74 122 298 99.99 
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Polish, and so forth, who acknowledge allegiance to the Pope. 
There was a large number of cases, 122, whose religion 
could not be determined . This included many of the location 
and new arrival cases since it is not the practice of the 
Interne.tional Institute to inCJ.uire of a person what his re-
II 
II 
II 
I' 
I' 
II 
II 
I' ligious faith is unless it is essential in the handling of theli 
problem., there was no way of telling, in many cases, what it ~~ 
was. As we have said, it was revealed incidentally in some of!l 
II 
jl' the documents. 
1
1 
asked. If for instance, the services of an overseas social 
At other times the CJ.Uestion was definitely 'I 
It ,, 
I' II 
I 
worker were likely to be needed, the Institute would contact 
either an International Social Service Agency or preferably, 
in most cases, the religious social service agency set up for 
this specific war emergency, such as the Church World Service 
for Prate stante and the National Catholic Ylelfare Committee 
for Roman Catholics. It is likely that the unknown cases 
would follow approximately the same distribution as known 
cases, except that among the neVI arrivals and the location 
cases there might' have been a larger percentage of Jewish 
I 
1: ,, 
people. The final table.X, shows the I types of services given.lt 
I 
are those hav:j.ng to d.o '1 The greatest number of cases, 36.24~, 
with permanent i!hmigration. The table showing relationship 
of clients to applicants shows that most of these cases in-
i• 
valve the bringing over of relatives to stay in this country. I~ 
·i I 
I' 
' 
The second largest group of cases were the new arrivals. The 
next largest groups of services is listed. as searcher. This 1: ,, 
" 
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GRAPH IX 
*SERVICES GIVEN TO INDIVIDUALS 
INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF JERSEY CITY 
Services 
Permanent 
Immigration 
New Arrivals 
service 
·searcher 
Securing legal 
resiQence 
Location 
Visitor's Visas 
Pre-examination 
SeconQ papers 
Repatriation 
StuQent Visas 
First paJ?ers 
AQoption -
child abroad 
Other 
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*Casework counseling services entered into the handling of a 
great number of these cases, but in such variable amounts it 
was not possible to make an accurate statistical count. 
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TABLE X 
*SERVICES GIVEN TO INDIVIDUALS 
INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF JERSEY CITY 
June 1, 1947 - 1{ay 31, 1948 
Services 
~ermanent Immigration 
New Arrivals service 
Searcher 
Securing legal residence 
Location 
Visitor's Visas 
:Pre-examination 
Second papers 
Repatriation 
Student Visas 
First papers 
Adoption--child abroad 
Other 
Total 
No. of Cases Per Cent 
108 
79 
33 
9 
8 
7 
5 
5 
4 
2 
2 
2 
34 
298 
36.24 
26.51 
11.07 
3.02 
2.68 
2. 55 
1.68 
1.68 
1.34 
.67 
.67 
.67 
11.41 
99.99 
*Casework counselling services entered into the 
handling of a great number of these cases, but 
in such variable amounts it was not possible to 
make an accurate statistical count of them. 
--=-::7 • - ----- -
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means trying to locate people in this country for people over-
seas. A similar service is the location one, 2.68% of the 
cases. These services have alreaa.y been ex:plainea.. 
I 
II 
I' 
·r I, 
una.er the service of securing legal re siCI.ence comes that li 
given to those here who haC!. not been able to establish, withou~' 
I 
assistance, that they haC!. a right to legal resiCI.ence in this li 
,, 
country. It was necessary to secure eviCI.ence of place ana. a.at~' 
of actual entry into Uni tea. States terri tory. Sometimes it !I 
was a g_uestion of checking early boat lists to show that they 
haC!. really come. Sometimes it was helping them prepare the 
lengthy a.ocuments necessary for securing a.CI.mittance through 
I 
Canaa.a. 11 
Because there haC!. been a number of people in this country II 
who were here vri thout legal re si<ience who haC!. proved. them- ii 
selves to be gooa. Americans ana. vrhose Cl.eportation woula. ser-
iously injure an American citizen here, the government has il 
maCl.e an arrangement with Canad.a whereby after the person here, I' 
~I has maCl.e out all the Cl.ocuments necessary for :permanent immig-
" II 
1
'!, 
ration ana. has been given a :place on the g_uota of his country, 
he is then :permittea. to go to Ganaa.a ana. come back over the 
li CanaCl.ian borCI.er within a perioCl. of twenty-four hours. This ,I 
gives him the le(l'al entry reg_uirea. by law. To insist that he i! 
return to the other country ana. enter from there woulCl. be prac~~ 
tically impossible, since some of the•s.e countries have vir-
tually ceasea. to exist, ~~a. in others, if he once set foot on 
the shore he woulCl. immeCl.iately be sentencea. to Cl.eath or kept 
!i 
II 
!I 
' 
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there as a citizen of that country. The service listed as 
Vi sitors' Visas hardly needs explanation, since it practica lly 
explains itself. It u su ally had to do with people who came 
here f or a temporary visit and then were re t urning , although a 
certain number of them hoped to remain on as students. 
Firs t Papers and Second Papers are well-knovm as being 
the two steps required in becJming an American citi zen. These 
a ctually t ookvery little time , since so many new immi grants are 
educa ted. 
The question of adoption i s a complicated situat ion and 
it t ake s a g r eat deal of time when a c ouple considers bringing 
a child, even one related by bl ood ties, into this country, 
si ght uns een. Fortunately the regulations governing thi s pro-
cedure are fairly strict, at least in the State of New Jersey, 
so it could not be undertaken impulsively. 
Un der Other a r e included cases of f amily counseling and 
similar types of assis tance. 
CHAPTER VI 
StrMMARY OF CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE COMt\olJNITY 
Thi s study shO\'rs clearly that the I nternational Insti tute 
has perfor med very definite and very great services both to 
individuals in J e r sey City and to t he communi ty as a whole . 
Indicati ons of thi s are shown by the increase i n membership 
during the year, in the upward curve of the monthly case l oad, 
and in the many reques ts for a dditional types of service, as 
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listed i n Chapter IV. A very real proof of the est eem in Which 
the Institute is regarded by those who know its services i s the 
f act that appr oximately a third of the cases for the year under 
consideration, June 1st , 1947 to }!lay 31st, 1948, were sent by 
t hose who had pr evious ly made use of its services or known its 
worlc well. Another fact that has n0t been m0n t i one e. 1.:.; 7.-h:t t 
the ne'>78pa)ers cor: tinually gave fi rst or second page space to 
news about the Ins titute and a lmost never shortened t he releases 
sent them. They also sent photogra?hers for all the large 
functions of the year. 
It would be impossible to list accurately all the contri-
butions of the I ns ti tu te, as so me are intangi ble and di ffi cul t 
to measur e . The study hc..s shown tba t large numbers were r eached 
through group activities and s )eal\:lng en gagements . Tl.,.e fi gur es 
t o t a lled aeo ut two thousand. Many of these people were out-
standine community l eaders , active in many organizations , and 
many came to each of the l a rger functions . Through c ase vrork 
services , 799 individuals were directly serviced. Since many 
of these were members of family groups , much larger numbers 
were affected l ess direct ly. Of this group, as wehave seen , 
about f orty-two pertcent were American citizens . OVer a fourth 
of the cases involved the re-uniting of husbands , wives and 
fiancees . Only two per cent were cases where friends were 
helped. Al l the others were relatives who were helped. 
T~~ough its counselling service, at the t i me papers per-
taining to immigrati on were being drawn up, it vras possible to 
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help pre par e many f or the changes t hey mi ght fin d in t heir rel-
atives who had been t hrough war experiences , and in a number of 
of inst ances the Ins titute vras called on t o help the newcomers 
in their adjustment to life in the f amily gr oup t o which they 
had come and t o lif e in J ersey City. 
The last table shows that the l arge s t part of the case work 
services i nvo lved the bringing of r elatives to this country per -
manentl y. The next l a rges t category was th~t of service to the 
new arri val s which i s one of the mo st characteristic f unctions 
of the International Institute. The Institute extended a warm 
wel co me to them and as ~ured them of a readiness t o help them at 
any time . 
One v ery serious lack in this wont , caused by the s hortage 
of funds , was t ha t it was not possibl e to have worker s visit in 
the homes of these people, due to t he smallness of the staff. 
There wa s not time, e ither, f or the same reason, to have as 
many functi ons for their entertai~_ment, and t o gi ve them oppor-
tunity to meet those who had been here longer, as Vi .J~J. ld have 
been desirable. However, this was done t J some extent. 
Another service that came next in the number of cases in-
vol ved was assistance in loca ting relatives whose addresses had 
been l ost during the war ye ars and whose whereabouts often we re 
completely unknown. Usu ally the se wer e peo ple across the ocean, 
some even being prisoners of war. 
Through its group activities, the Internation~l Institut e 
has broug ht together many of the le aders of the nati ona li ty 
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groups ~ho were unknown t o ea ch other and has given t hem the 
opportunity of wJrking together on proj ects of interest t J all 
and of value to the community. Th~s has broadened them and has 
enabl ed them to develop a dee per a p) rec i ation of each othe r ' s 
culture and ways of thi nking. Thi s ,in turn, the leaders can 
interpret to their own peopl e. In a ddi t i on, these activitieS 
have unearthed valuabl e talent that can be drawn on l ater f or 
other community pro j ects l eading t o the betterment of Jersey 
City. P~ outs tanding contributi on along thi s line i s that many 
ol d st ock Americans have Gained new appreciati on of the fine 
educati onal background of many r ecent arrivals and so have gained 
a nevt respect for them ana a de sire to enable t hem t o become 
r eally a part of the American community, rather than be pushed 
to one ~ide and left out of the r eal l i fe of the community i n 
whi ch the se old s tock Ame rican s partici pa t e . All thi s has 
helped to pr oduce a greater fe e ling of uni t y among the v a rious 
gr ou ps of the city. 
The educat ional activities of the International I nst itute 
have broug ht b efore many groups the true f act s about present 
day immigra tion, which is quite different in t ype from that of 
former years, an d have shown how t o actively help displaced 
persons and other newc omers in finding new home s, friends , and 
j obs in this country. 
These services have been rendered to all who have sought 
them, regardless of race, nationality and creed. The study 
reveals tha t n~ arly all of the thirty-some nationalities 1n t h e 
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city have been reached and that while services have been given 
to tho se beyond the borders of Jersey City, the greatest amount 
of assis t a nce has been given to thos e living within the City. 
Tbe next largest amount has gone to those whose communities 
actually touch Jersey City. Many of these latter people work 
in Jersey City. It is these pe ople who contribute to the Com-
munity Fund and it is these peo ple who are asking the Institute 
to increase its activities. 
Mention has been made in this chapter of the curtailment 
of badly needed services for new arrivals. The very inadequate 
building facilities have greatly curtailed group work activities. 
One of the beet ways in whiCh the Ins titute can assist each of 
the different nationalitie s to pa rticipate more fu lly in the 
American community is through meeting with various organizations 
of these people, by serving as a source bureau to them for pro-
grams, and by becoming personally acquainted with them as in-
dividuals. One meeting may open a vista and regular meetings 
over a period lead to real growth and bro adening both for the 
club groups and the individual members. But lack of space 
curtailed all this. 
Staff shortages also meant practically no visiting of the 
various festivitie s , banquets, church functions, and so on, that 
give workers insight into the life within sub-communities. Lack 
of funds also rna de i t impossible m have several of the larger 
national groups rep resented on the staff. 
The Interna tional Institute coul<ifl., if it had not been so 
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greatly handic apped, have more n early fulfilled its ideal goals. 
But even so, this study does show that 1 t has made a very def1-
n1 te contributi on to many indivi.d.tals and to the community 
along lines that lea d to a more uni f ied and happy community 
and a truer, richer, and more democratic America. 
Appr oved , 
~~t~~~ 
hichar d K. Conant 
Dean 
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